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News & views
R O S L  N E W S

The restoration of the historic ROSL art collection  
is progressing well. In January, we visited the studio  
of Rebecca Gregg to see the portrait of Lord 
Mountbatten, the first to be sent for restoration. 

The old, yellowed varnish layer has been removed, 
any surface dirt has been cleaned with some past 
restoration attempts removed and the canvas 
repaired ready to be given a new lease of life with  
the paint touched up and a fresh varnish laid on top.

Thanks to more donations from members, the 
portrait of Sir Evelyn Wrench by Sir Oswald Birley  
was also sent away to get some much-needed  
repairs, and the portrait of his wife, Hylda Henrietta, 
Lady Wrench by John AA Berrie will soon follow. 

Portrait restoration
With work nearing completion on Lord 
Mountbatten, Sir Evelyn Wrench is next in line

We are engaging local, experienced, ICON-
accredited restorers to undertake this delicate work, 
following which glazing and sealing the frame will 
ensure the work maintains its repaired state  
for many years to come.

If you are interested in supporting our work to restore 
the art in the club to its former Glory and therefore 
securing it for many years to come, please email  
Eilidh McCormick on emccormick@roslarts.org.uk  
or call 020 7408 0214 x213 to find out more. 

Established in 1999, Friends of ROSL ARTS fosters the  
active involvement of sponsors and donors, encourages 
new supporters and helps develop audiences for ROSL 
ARTS events. Your membership fee directly supports  
the various scholarships which ROSL ARTS arranges  
for young musicians and visual artists from all over  
the commonwealth, as well as the Annual Music 
Competition and Exhibitions in our clubhouses.

BENEFITS INCLUDE 
• Invitations to all exhibition Private Views

• Mailings of the our official event guides

•  E-bulletins with event highlights,  
recommendations and special offers

•  Discounted tickets to selected talks,  
concerts and live art events hosted at ROSL

•  Invitation to the exclusive Friends of ROSL ARTS  
Champagne Garden Party, which features a concert  
by a ROSL ARTS prizewinner.

Supporting young artists and musicians

For more information, visit www.rosl.org.uk/rosl-arts

Paul A Young and his team work daily to make all their 
creations completely by hand. ROSL members receive 
15% discount in store. 

143 Wardour Street, Soho, London, W1F 8WA
www.paulayoung.co.uk 

paulayoung_osad.indd   1 07/11/2019   11:30
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Where you are
R O S L  N E W S

Our branches provide an opportunity for members in all parts of the world  
and across the UK to enjoy a range of social events close to home. To find out  

more about getting involved, simply contact your local representative

ROSL AROUND THE WORLD

AUSTRALIA

Tasmania
Autumn in the Gardens 
Luncheon
Wednesday 25 March, 12pm, Royal 
Tasmanian Botanical Gardens
Join our luncheon at the 
Succulent Restaurant in the 
Royal Tasmanian Botanical 
Gardens at 12 noon. There will 
be an a la carte menu.
Please RSVP by 18 March. 
Guests welcome.
 
St George’s Day  
Reception and AGM
Thursday 23 April, 5pm,  
4 Clarke Avenue
The guest speaker will be Reg 
Watson, who will speak on 
another interesting aspect of  
St George’s Day. This event will  
be catered for by the branch.  
The AGM will take place at 5pm, 
followed by the talk and reception 
at 6pm. You are welcome to 
attend either or both events.
Please RSVP by 16 April.  
Guests welcome.

Western Australia
AGM
Wednesday 8 April, 5pm,  
Victoria League, 276 Onslow Rd, 
Senton Park, Perth
The Western Australia branch 
AGM, followed by drinks and 
canapes.
Free.

Black tie formal dinner
Saturday 18 April, time tba,  
The Weld Club, Perth 
Celebrate HM The Queen’s 
Birthday with fellow branch 
members and guests at this 
formal dinner.
Prica tba.

CANADA

British Columbia
There will be a Casual Gathering in 
either late March or April. If anyone 
of our B.C. members would like to 
have their name added to this list, 
please email evmurray@telus.net. 
We will also be looking at 
arranging a group outing to a  
Bard on the Beach Shakespeare 
performance over the summer.

NEW ZEALAND

Christchurch
Morning tea 
Wednesday 11 March, 10am,  
Holly Lea Retirement Village 
Speaker tba
$5. Members and friends 
welcome. 

Morning tea 
Wednesday 8 April, 10am,  
Holly Lea Retirement Village
With Lynda and Percy Acton 
Adams speaking on cycling 
through France and Germany. 
$5. Members and friends 
welcome.

LONDON 
GROUP

Alberta: Kenneth Munro

British Columbia: Liz Murray 
evmurray@telus.net  
+1 604 922 1564

Calgary: Madeleine King  
madeleine.king@telus.net

Cheltenham: Kathleen 
Northage  
+44 (0)1242 515540

Ireland: Palmer Carter 
palmercarter@eircom.net

New South Wales: Lily Murray 
murraylily@hotmail.com 

New Zealand: Contact tba  
+64 27 294 1662 
rosl4nz@gmail.com

Ontario: Ishrani Jaikaran  
www.rosl-ontario-canada.ca 
rosl.ont@sympatico.ca  
+1 416 760 0309

Queensland: Penny Shehadeh 
roslqld@gmail.com 

South Australia: Cheryl Williss 
secretary@roslsa.org.au  
www.roslsa.org.au 

Switzerland: Jo Brown  
+334 5040 6631 

Tasmania: Stephen Jones 
stephenj1@iprimus.com.au 
+61 (0)613 558 95

Taunton: Neil Milne  
taunton@rosl.org.uk  
+44 (0)1823 286732

Victoria: Ron Williamson  
www.rosl.org.au 
rosl@alphalink.com.au  
+61 (0)3 9654 8338

Sussex: David Kay 
sussex.branch@rosl.org.uk

Wessex: Gordon Irving 
gordon.irving43@gmail.com  
+44 (0)1258 480887

Western Australia:  
Nigel Rogers 
+61 (0) 438 409 191

CONTACTS

Where you are
R O S L  N E W S

Morning tea
Wednesday 13 May, 10am,  
Holly Lea Retirement Village
Join fellow members for morning 
tea and a talk. Speaker tba.
$5. Members and friends 
welcome.

UNITED KINGDOM

Sussex
AGM
Wednesday 4 March, time tba, 
Windsor Hotel, Worthing
Sussex branch AGM and lunch 
with guest speaker. For more 
details see the 'Contact List'  
for Sussex Branch.
Price tba.

Annual concert
Sunday 17 May, Blandford Forum 
Parish Church
We will join the Wessex branch 
to hear ROSL Annual Music 
Competition prizewinners The 
Mithras Trio, performing works 
by Beethoven, Lili Boulanger, 
Rachmaninov and Ravel.
Free.

Taunton
Lunch and talk
Wednesday 4 March, 11am, 
Bridgwater & Taunton College
‘The History of Cheddar Cheese’, 
illustrated talk and two course 
lunch.
£18. All welcome.

Lunch and talk
Wednesday 1 April, 10.30am, 
Bridgwater & Taunton College
AGM, followed by ‘An Insight in 
to ROSL ARTS’ with Geoff Parkin, 
talk and two course lunch.
£18. All welcome.

Lunch and talk
Wednesday 6 May, 11am, 
Bridgwater & Taunton College
‘Georgian Architecture 
unzipped!’, illustrated talk and 
two course lunch.
£18. All welcome.

Wessex
Coffee Mornings
Every Thursday, 10.30am,  
Mayfair Hotel, Bournemouth
£3.

AGM and lunch
Wednesday 29 April, 11am (AGM), 
12pm (Lunch), Mayfair Hotel
With guest Diana Owen,  
ROSL Director-General
AGM Free. Lunch £20 members, 
£23 guests.

Annual concert
Sunday 17 May, Blandford Forum 
Parish Church
Showcasing ROSL Annual Music 
Competition prizewinners The 
Mithras Trio, performing works 
by Beethoven, Lili Boulanger, 
Rachmaninov and Ravel.
Free.

London Group events are for London Group members, their guests, and ROSL members staying 
at Over-Seas House. To join, speak to the Membership Team on +44 (0)20 7408 0214 x214/216 or 
email membership@rosl.org.uk. No booking is required for talks. To book outside visits, send  
a cheque payable to ‘ROSL’ and a stamped, addressed envelope to Maureen Howley, London 
Group, Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street, London, SW1A 1LR. The London Group  
is a voluntary organisation and cannot take bookings by email or telephone. Confirmation is sent 
approximately ten days in advance. Cancellations and refund requests must be made at least 
two weeks before the event. Contact howleymaureen@hotmail.com.

LONDON GROUP BOOKING INFORMATION

 

Visit our  Facebook page and the ROSL  
website to see more photos of ROSL events.  

Get daily news updates on the  
ROSL website and by  

following us on  Twitter.

More images online

VISIT 

Aspley House
Wednesday 4 March, 2pm, Aspley House, W1J 7NT
No 1 London is one of the capital’s finest private 
residences, home of the first Duke of Wellington.  
It was built by Robert Adam between 1771 and 
1778 and acquired the popular name because of 
its position just past a toll gate into the capital 
from the west.  It passed to the Wellesley family 
in 1807. It has been the London home of the 
Duke of Wellington ever since. Wellington made 
it his home after a military career culminating in 
his defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo in 1815. As 
well as a dazzling state dining room, it houses an 

VISIT 

Vintners’ Hall
Wednesday 29 April, 11am, 
Vintners’ Hall, EC4V 3BG
The Worshipful Company of 
Vintners is one of the great 
twelve Livery companies of the 
City of London. It was granted  
its first charter in 1363 and 
celebrated its 650th anniversary 
in 2013. Its origins are steeped 
in the history of the City 
through its role in the import, 
regulation and sale of wine. 
The company’s ownership of 
swans – shared with the Crown 
and the Dyers’ Company – is 

also well known. The original 
building was destroyed during 
the Great Fire of London but 
was replaced during the 1670s 
and by the building on Upper 
Thames Street (with a few 
alterations along the way).  
The tour lasts until 12.30 and 
coffee/tea will be provided. 
Nearest Underground: Mansion 
House (District and Circle lines). 
Cannon Street and Bank are 
also close.
London Group members: £18; 
Guests: £20.

TALK 
Thames Tideway Tunnel
Thursday 12 March, 6pm,  
Over-Seas House
A discussion on the new 
London Super Sewer; a 25km 
tunnel under London’s river 
that will prevent millions of 

tonnes of pollution spilling into 
the Thames. Currently under 
construction across 24 sites,  
it will be completed in 2024.
Free for London Group 
members and those staying  
at Over-Seas House.

extensive painting collection including paintings 
by Velasquez and Rubens, and a wonderful 
collection of silver and porcelain. A lift is 
available for those with limited mobility.  
The visit is approx. 90 mins.  
Nearest Underground: Hyde Park Corner.
London Group who are English Heritage 
members: £6; London Group members: £15;
Guests: £17.

London  
Group AGM

Thursday 23 April, 6pm, 
Over-Seas House

Annual General Meeting, 

followed by refreshments.

Free. London Group 

members only.
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Event Highlights
R O S L  N E W S

COMMUNITY CHOIR
The ROSL Community Choir, meets twice 
a month on a Wednesday 4.45-5.45 and 
is open to all ROSL Members. Do come 
and join us. 

Our meetings in 2020 will be on 4 and 
18 March 2020.

Our professional musical Director is 
Joanna Arnold. We each contribute £10 per 
person per session to cover Joanna’s fee. 

ROSL BOOK GROUP
The ROSL Book Group meets once a 
month on Wednesdays, to discuss both 
classic and modern novels from 6.30-
8pm. We meet beforehand in the Bar and 
afterwards for dinner, to continue the 
discussion.

BACKGAMMON GROUP
The ROSL Backgammon Club is free  
and open to all Members. We play every 
Wednesday 2-4pm in the Drawing Room. 

Do join us for a game and for lunch  
at 1pm in the Brabourne Room or drinks 
afterwards in the Bar. 

MEMBER-LED EVENTS

ACCOMMODATION OFFERS

GET INVOLVED IN OUR GROUP ACTIVITIES

COME TO AN EVENT AND STAY FOR THE NIGHT

Our Gold Medal Final is the crown 
jewel of our calendar and this year 
promises to be no different. Join us 
at the Southbank Centre to see four 
exceptional musicians battle it out 
for the grand prize of £20,000 and to 
see who will enter the history books  
as one of our Gold Medal winners. 
Soloists from the Woodwind and Brass, 
Strings, Singers and Keyboard sections 
make up the finalists, each performing 
a carefully chosen programme, 
followed by performances from  
our two winning ensembles.
Prices from £11.25. Available at  
www.southbankcentre.co.uk

Some members have been lucky enough to purchase 
tickets through our ballot for the Commonwealth Day 
Service held at Westminster Abbey. For those who did get 
a chance to attend the service, or those who would like to 
continue their celebration of the Commonwealth after the 
service, come along to Afternoon Tea at Over-Seas House.

You can meet people working and living all over the 
Commonwealth; from ROSL members and staff and to 
representatives from several Commonwealth organisations. 
£25. 

Event Highlights
R O S L  N E W S

Evelyn Wrench Supper:  
‘The Future of Rail in the UK’
Monday 16 March, 6.30pm, Over-Seas House

Commonwealth Day Afternoon Tea
Monday 9 March, 4.30pm, Over-Seas House

Lord Tony Berkeley will speak on the future of Rail in the UK.  
He recently published a dissenting report into the High Speed 2 
project on 5 January, calling it ‘the wrong and expensive solution’ 
to providing better north-south intercity services and improving 
services in the Midlands and North of England. He was Deputy 
Chair of the review of whether and how to proceed with HS2. 

Tony Berkeley is a Labour member of the House of Lords and 
has been an opposition Transport Spokesperson and is currently a 
member of a House of Lords European Sub-Committee on Trade. 
The EW Suppers include a three-course meal with wine. Please 
note the date and look out for further details on the menu. 
£45.

Our next Evelyn Wrench Lecture 
will address the critical challenge of 
climate change and its impact on the 
Commonwealth.

Our panel of speakers will include 
Prof Tim Benton, who works on climate 
risks and how they will impact societies, 
particularly through changing access to 
food; he was an author on the IPCC’s 
recent climate change, land and food 
report, as well as the UK’s climate 
change risk assessment. 

Sarah Breeden is Executive Director 
of the Bank of England’s work enhancing 
the financial system’s resilience to 
climate change. Sarah will address the 
impact on international economies and 
financial institutions, and the ‘greening’ 
of banks to encourage investment  
that supports carbon reduction. 

Our third Panellist will be Dr Edmund 
Hughes, Head, Air Pollution and Energy 
Efficiency in the Marine Environment 

Division of the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), the UN agency 
responsible for international shipping. 
He is responsible on a day-to-day 
basis for IMO’s work to address 
emissions from international shipping 
and represents the organisation in 
climate change negotiations under the 
UNFCCC including, most recently, at 
COP 25 in Madrid in December and  
at the UN Climate Action Summit in 
New York last September.  
£15 Members. £20 Guests.

Evelyn Wrench Lecture: The Impact of Climate Change  
on the Commonwealth
Tuesday 31 March, 6.30pm, Over-Seas House

ROSL AMC  
Gold Medal 2020
Monday 1 June, 7pm, Queen 
Elizabeth Hall, Southbank Centre

3 MARCH: KEYBOARD PRIZE 
Book a Deluxe Room and receive a  
25% discount on your bedroom rate.

19 MARCH: OVERSEAS PRIZE 
Book a Deluxe Room and receive  
a 25% discount on your room rate.

22 MARCH: MOTHER'S DAY 
Book two nights and receive a 25% 
discount on your room rate per night, 
plus a glass of champagne on arrival.

Bi-Monthly tutorials
Our tutor Chris Bray is highly thought  
of in his field and plays at a high level.  
He visits every two months for continuing 
tuition. The cost is £20 per person 
payable on the day. 

Beginners course
11.30-1.00 on 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 April 2020
Fee: £80 payable in advance 

BRIDGE GROUP
The ROSL Bridge Club is open to all 
members for Social Bridge at all levels, 
every Monday (except on Bank Holidays) 
from 2-4pm in the Mountbatten Room. 
We play ACOL.

Monthly tutorials
Our tutor Ingar Kofoed Hansen is 
a professional bridge player and bridge 
teacher. The tutorials are held once a 
month and cost £20 per person payable 
on the day. When Ingar is present for 
supervised practice, the cost is £10 per 
person; at all other times it is free. 

Taster session & introduction  
to bridge course 
Do join us on 16 March 4.30-6.30pm,  
for a free taster session. 

A four-week introduction to bridge  
will start on 23 March at 4.30-6.30pm and 
will finish on 20 April (we will not play on 
13 April, which is a bank holiday).
Fee: £80 payable in advance  

JOINING
Contact ROSL Member Eve Mitleton-Kelly  
on E.Mitleton-Kelly@mitleton-kelly.org.uk  
if you wish to join any of the groups.

10-13 APRIL: EASTER TREAT 
A special four night package including 
an Easter egg hunt, dinner and Easter 
Sunday lunch. £564 for single rooms, 
from £624 for double rooms.

14 APRIL: TASMIN LITTLE 
Book a Deluxe Room and receive a  
25% discount on your room rate.

Full details and terms available at  
www.rosl.org.uk/accommodation-offers
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ROSL calendar
E V E N T S

ROSL calendar
E V E N T S

AMC 2020:  
PIANO FINAL
Tuesday 3 March

LONDON GROUP 
VISIT: APSLEY HOUSE
Wednesday 4 March

3 M
AR

4  M
AR

5 M
AR  

- 19 APR

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY…
Get full details in your new Events Guide  
or online at www.rosl.org.uk/events

PRIVATE VIEW RBA 
STAR STUDENTS 2020
Thursday 5 March – 
Sunday 19 April

COMMONWEALTH 
DAY AFTERNOON 
TEA 
Monday 9 March 

AMC 2020: STRING 
ENSEMBLES FINAL
Tuesday 10 March

9  M
AR

10  
M

AR

EVELYN WRENCH  
SUPPER CLUB 
Monday 16 March

16  
M

AR

LONDON GROUP 
TALK: THAMES 
TIDEWAY
Thursday 12 March

12  
M

AR

17  
M

ARAMC 2020: MIXED ENSEMBLES 
FINAL
Tuesday 17 March 

ROSL AGM
Tuesday 19 May

NEW MEMBERS' 
RECEPTION 
Thursday 14 May

BOOK TALK:  
A VERY SECRET  
WAR: BUGGING  
THE NAZIS IN WWII 
BY HELEN FRY
Tuesday 5 May

EVELYN WRENCH 
LECTURE 
Tuesday 31 March

LONDON GROUP 
AGM
Thursday 23 April

BEETHOVEN 250 
CONCERT
Thursday 30 April

31  
M

AR

23 APR
30 APR

LONDON GROUP 
VISIT: VINTNERS' 
HALL
Wednesday 29 April

29 APR

14  
M

AY
5  M

AY
19  

M
AY

AMC 2020:  
OVERSEAS FINAL
Thursday 19 March

19  
M

AR

TASMIN LITTLE 
(MMSOL)
Thursday 16 April

16  APR

1 June 2020, 7pm  
Southbank Centre’s Queen Elizabeth Hall

ROSL 68TH 

ANNUAL MUSIC 
COMPETITION 
GOLD MEDAL FINAL

BOOK
NOW

southbankcentre.co.uk



Speak to an expert or request a brochure:

020 7593 2284 quote code GRO

www.kirkerholidays.com

KIRKER MUSIC CRUISES
F O R  D I S C E R N I N G  T R A V E L L E R S

Kirker Holidays offers an extensive range of independent and escorted music 
holidays, including leading festivals in Europe such as the Puccini Opera 

Festival in Torre del Lago and Grafenegg, as well as Glyndebourne, Buxton 
and opera weekends in Vienna, Milan, Venice and New York.

We also arrange short breaks with opera, ballet or concert tickets, to all the 
great classical cities in Europe, and host a series of exclusive music festivals 

and music cruises. 

Join one of our 2020 Music Cruises and enjoy a series of exclusive 
chamber music concerts on board Fred Olsen’s Black Watch, as well as 
private drinks parties, talks and a range of optional shore excursions.

THE NORWEGIAN FJORDS IN SPRING
AN ELEVEN NIGHT MUSIC CRUISE | 12 MAY 2020

Liverpool – Kristiansand – Oslo – Stavanger – Bergen – Shetland Islands – Liverpool

with the Marmen Quartet, Danish Clarinet Trio, Trio Ondine and pianist Tim Horton.
On board Fred Olsen’s Black Watch, we will sail around the tip of Scotland and directly to the south of 

Norway. Our first port of call will be Kristiansand, Norway’s fifth largest city, before sailing along the 
coast and up the Oslofjord. We stay for one night in the capital itself, awaking on Norwegian National 

Day when the Norwegians celebrate the country’s independence gained in 1814. Upon reaching 
Stavanger there will be an optional excursion to Utstein, Norway’s best-preserved medieval monastery, 
dating from the 13th century. We then call at Bergen, birthplace of Edvard Grieg, before our final port, 
Lerwick in the Shetland Islands.

Prices range from £2,845 per person for an inside cabin to £5,795 per person for a Marquee Suite 
including full-board, private drinks parties, all concerts, plus exclusive talks and interviews.

Ask aboout our programme of music-themed optional shore excursions.

ART & MUSIC OF THE LOW COUNTRIES
A SEVEN NIGHT MUSIC CRUISE | 17 MARCH 2020

Southampton – North Sea Canal – Amsterdam – Rotterdam (for The Hague and Delft) – Ghent – Antwerp – Southampton

with The Aquinas Piano Trio and art historian Ger van den Munckhof
Combine the finest art galleries of Belgium & the Netherlands with a series of private concerts on 
board Fred. Olsen’s Black Watch. We will journey along the North Sea Canal to Amsterdam where 
Black Watch will remain overnight, before continuing to Rotterdam where we have opportunities 
to visit both Delft and The Hague. Next comes Ghent, which in 2020 which will be 
celebrating the near-complete restoration of ‘The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb’, before 
reaching our last port of call, Antwerp.

Prices range from £1,470 per person for an inside cabin to £3,145 per person for a Premier 
Suite including full-board, private drinks parties, all concerts, plus exclusive talks and interviews.

Ask about our optional shore excursions in the company of  
art expert Ger van den Munckhof.


