
and streamers in the school colours, which 
made it very clear to us how much the 
school values this gift. George Clay was 
thanked for being the constant contact 
between ROSL and Selwyn College.

Following this ceremony, the group 
moved to a large communal building 
where Mary Vunagi and other ladies  
had prepared a wonderful feast for us.  
We were then treated to an incredible 
performance of dancing by the students, 
depicting their various island customs. 

This project has taken considerable 
time to bring to fruition, however, we  
were encouraged by First Secretary 
Education, Australian High Commission, 
Leah Horsfall, who indicated that this 
project was one of the few successful  
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College was only the second school in the 
Solomon Islands to install such a facility.

Jason spoke of the high ideals of the 
Royal Over-Seas League, which included 
the development of joint welfare projects 
with Commonwealth countries, particularly 
those involving young people. He outlined 
the lengthy route undertaken from the 
concept stage to delivery of this project. 
Rod Brazier then applauded Selwyn 
College and ROSL Australia for having the 
vision to build the new lab. He said that 
education was about helping young 
people to live fulfilling and productive 
lives, which meant understanding how to 
get the most out of modern technology.

Following these speeches, the party 
headed for the newly built computer lab at 
the Binden Library, the ribbon was cut and 
the lab proclaimed open. The room was 
gaily decorated with colourful balloons 

non-government-funded education 
projects to be completed in the Solomon 
Islands. The project required patience  
on both sides and its success is down to  
a successful partnership between ROSL 
and Selwyn College. It has been my 
pleasure to bring this project to its 
conclusion. ROSL Australia has provided  
a wonderful gift for the education of 
children at Selwyn College.

school attendance rates. Guadalcanal,  
the principle island, was the site of fierce 
fighting between The US and Japan during 
the Second World War. Australia today 
provides significant developmental aid  
to the country.

In consultation with Dr Vunagi, ROSL’s 
Victoria Branch decided to help fund a 
computer laboratory for the Anglican 
School, Selwyn College, in Guadalcanal, a 
boarding school with over 1,000 secondary 
students. AUD$22,000 in funds were raised 
with contributions from all six branches of 
ROSL Australia, as well as private donors, 
and a contribution from the ROSL Golden 
Jubilee Trust. The project was brought to 
fruition in early 2018.

In May, Jason Ronald and I travelled  
to the Solomon Islands to attend the 
opening ceremony of the computer 
laboratory, where the Australian High 
Commissioner to Solomon Islands, HE Mr 
Rod Brazier, kindly provided 4x4 transport 

F
ollowing discussions in 2010 at 
ROSL’s centenary celebrations in 
London, it was decided ROSL 
Australia should undertake a 

humanitarian project in a developing 
Commonwealth country. In 2012, on 
Commonwealth Day at St Paul’s Cathedral 
Melbourne, ROSL Australia President 
Jason Ronald OAM and I met Most Rev  
Dr David Vunagi, the Anglican Archbishop 
of Melanesia, which includes the Solomon 
Islands. David and his wife Mary spoke  
of the pressing educational needs of 
children in their country, so it was an  
easy choice to make.

The Solomon Islands are located in the 
Pacific Ocean, some 1,130 miles east of 
Papua New Guinea. The country is home 
to a population of just 600,000 inhabitants, 
spread over its 900 islands. The islands  
are considered an underdeveloped 
country with high levels of poverty and 
unemployment, and low literacy and 

SOLOMON ISLANDS
ROSL’s Victoria Branch has funded the construction of a computer lab in the Solomon Islands. 
Christine Chamberlain, Deputy President of the branch, explains how the project came about

Left: Students perform at the opening of the 
lab. Right: Christine (centre) and Jason with 
local women. Far right: Crowds watch on

to Selwyn College, a two-hour journey 
through the jungle, along muddy tracks, 
and across crocodile-infested estuaries. 
At the school, Jason and I were greeted 
by Dr Vunagi, now Principal of Selwyn 
College, as well as by the current 
Archbishop of Melanesia Most Rev 
George Tikali. Also in attendance were 
Rod and Amita Brazier, and the British 
High Commissioner to the Solomon 
Islands, David Ward.

We attended a chapel service where 
the 1,000 students sang a welcome song, 
and further school songs and hymns. 
These were accompanied by their musical 
instruments, bells, and bamboo pipes 
providing gentle, sweet music. Speeches 
of gratitude to ROSL were made by 
Archbishop George Tikali and the school 
Principal Dr Vunagi, who indicated that 
the computer laboratory was a milestone 
for students in terms of computer studies 
development. He informed us that Selwyn 
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