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From our new branch Chairman 
Members and friends: greetings from 
your new Chairman of the Edinburgh 
Branch of ROSL.  

At the AGM in May of this 
year, I was elected as your 
Chairman, succeeding Mae Barr who 
has been in office for the past three 
years. I thank Mae for her devoted 
service to and support of ROSL 
Edinburgh. 

Many of you will have noticed 
recent changes in our clubhouse on 
Princes Street. There will be more in 
the future; all positive and for the 
benefit of all of the members. A new 
management team is in place with 
Johanne Falconer as the General 
Manager. Please introduce 
yourselves to her and also feel free 
to contact any member of your 
branch committee should you so 
wish via the contact details on page 7 
of this newsletter. 

Our club can only flourish if 
we, the members, support it. This we 
can all do by attending the events, 
listed on pages 5-6. We also have a 

regular events update email that we 
send out to those for whom we hold 
email addresses. If you would like to 
receive our email correspondence 
about clubhouse events and branch 
events in Edinburgh and Glasgow, 
please contact the Membership team 
on membership@rosl.org.uk or 020 
7016 6916 to ensure we have your 
correct email address. 

I also encourage you to 
attend our monthly coffee mornings, 
Arts Lunches and special events, 
further details of which can be found 
in this newsletter, on literature and 
posters in the clubhouse and in 
Overseas magazine. Members are 
also welcome to bring guests along 
to events. 

I look forward to meeting you 
all in the months ahead. 

Helen Macpherson,  

Edinburgh Branch Chairman

Helen Macpherson 

CHAIRMAN 
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D-G’S LETTER 

 

 
We are in the process of making a number of 
significant changes in Edinburgh and, with the 
support of Graysons, are continuing to develop 
the facilities and services for the future.  
 Under the experienced, professional 
leadership of General Manager, Johanne 
Falconer, we have lifted the atmosphere and 
service in the clubhouse, and our much-loved 
staff are working with a new sense of purpose. 
Together with our Operations Director Carolyn 
Henderson, Johanne has been actively 
assessing the condition of every room to identify 
what we should do in the short term to improve 
the condition, look and atmosphere in order to 
make an immediate impact.  
 We now have a plan for light 
refurbishment and redecoration that will very 
quickly make a real difference, while assessing 
what ‘deeper’ refurbishment is required in the 
longer term. I am confident that visitors to 
Edinburgh will notice the differences this 
summer.  
 Our aspiration is to raise the standards 
of facilities, comfort and service to rival those on 
offer in London. Much of our ability to do so 
rests on members’ willingness to stay at the 
Edinburgh clubhouse, so I do strongly 
encourage you to book a stay there, and allow 
Johanne and her team to look after you while 
you enjoy the cultural delights of Edinburgh and 
the outstanding beauty of Scotland beyond.  

Roddy Porter, Director-General 

Clubhouse News 

Summer is now upon us and 
the sun is shining - well not 
every day but in Edinburgh 
we are used to four seasons 
in one day! 
 June and July have 
been very busy months for us 
not only welcoming our 
members and guests for 
accommodation and events 
but also refurbishing the 
clubhouse. Restaurant 100 

has been partly carpeted and painted throughout, the 
Reception main entrance has been refreshed and 
Castle and Ramsay Suites redecorated with a few 
finishing touches added to the rooms. The main 
staircase from the ground to the first floor also saw 
some work carried out to improve the appearance of 
the main entrance. 

July saw the Princes Suite painted, along 
with the main corridors on the second floor. Work 
also began in the Robert Louis Stevenson room with 
the ceiling being cut out, replastered and the room 
redecorated. 

August was a busy time in the clubhouse 
with the Music & More Festival with outstanding 
performances over the three week period. It was a 
pleasure to welcome so many people to the Royal 
Over-Seas League. 

With further refurbishment planned and 
informative and exciting events for the autumn/winter 
period, my team and I very much look forward to 
welcoming existing members and new members to 
the Edinburgh Clubhouse.  

 
Johanne Falconer, General Manager 

Members Comments Box 

 

There is a box for members’ feedback in the 
Members’ Drawing Room. Members are asked to 
complete one of the forms placed there with their 
observations, comments and suggestions on the 
running of the Edinburgh clubhouse and branch. The 
completed form should be placed through the slot in 
the box. It will be emptied from time to time by the 
Branch Secretary. The committee will then take any 
appropriate action arising from the comments. 
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BRANCH COMMITTEE 

The term of office of our former Chairman Mae 
Barr MBE ended at the Annual General Meeting 
on 18 May 2016 – our thanks once again to her 
for all her hard work and committment to ROSL 
and the branch over the past few years.  

Your committee was formed at the AGM 
after which they met to allocate their jobs. Helen 
Macpherson was elected Chairman and others 
remained in their posts as shown later in this 
newsletter (page 4). 

We met on 22 June to discuss the 
programme and speakers. We try to arrange the 
next 12 months so that we all have time to 
make reservations in our diaries.  

The revised and shortened branch rules 
having been approved by Central Council via 
delegated powers to the Director-General. They 
have now been approved by the branch 
committee. Thanks are due to our Vice-
Chairman, Stuart Lynch, for working on these 
revisions and steering them through. 

The members are at the heart of 
everything the club seeks to do, so with this in 
mind, your committee would like you to 
complete the questionnaire on page 7 of this 
newsletter, detatch it and return it to the 
address listed at the top of the questionnaire. 
Alternatively, please scan and return it to Tom 
Murison at tamurison@hotmail.com or detach it 
and place it in the comments box in the 
Members Drawing Room at Over-Seas House 
Edinburgh when you next visit.  

Your comments and suggestions would 
be greatly appreciated and will help to guide the 
committee’s future plans for the evolution of the 
branch, it’s activities and support of ROSL’s 
vision and values. 
 

Younger Members  
 
With a central location in Edinburgh, a clubhouse 
in London and links to reciprocal clubs around the 
world, ROSL membership is attractive to all ages. 
We’d like to encourage more young people to join 
and use the Edinburgh clubhouse. Please 
introduce your relatives and friends to ROSL and 
invite them to join. 
 
Membership for those aged 17-25 is just £97 per 
year. For more information please contact the 
Membership Team via membership@rosl.org.uk or 
020 7408 0214 ext 216 or 214.  

 

IN PICTURES 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

From top left to bottom right:  
 

1. Members at the Chairman’s reception following the 
AGM in May 

2. Young members at the Chairman’s Reception in May  

3. Chairman Helen Macpherson and guest speaker Very 
Rev John Chalmers at the Scottish Members’ Dinner 

4. Games Convenor Ian Shaw and Mae Barr 

mailto:membership@rosl.org.uk
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Reviews of recent events 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 18 MAY 
The officers and committee of the Edinburgh Branch 

of the Royal Over-Seas League were appointed at 

the AGM and at the committee meeting which 

followed it: 

 

OFFICERS 
Branch Chairman   Helen Macpherson,  

Deputy Chairman   Stuart Lynch 

Branch Secretary   Tom Murison,  

Younger Members   Alex Lamley  

Coffee Morning Administrator   Marjorie Wilson,  

Newsletter Editor   Keith Stringer  

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
David Withington 

Wilma Bernie 

Katie Elliott 

 

 

 

Above: Former Chairman Mae Barr installs newly 

elected Chairman Helen Macpherson with her chain 
of office after the AGM in May 

 

COFFEE MORNING : ‘HOSPICES OF HOPE’ - 
4 JUNE 
Graham Perolls OBE CMG gave a talk on the work 

of the organisation he set up. He first visited 

Romania in 1975 and subsequently visited several 

times afterwards. Following the 1989 revolution the 

conditions were appalling and, inspired by the care 

his father had received in Britain, he decided to set 

up palliative care for cancer patients in Romania and 

surrounding countries.  

See www.hospicesofhope.co.uk for more 

information about this inspiring charity.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
LUNCH IN HONOUR OF HM THE QUEEN'S 
90TH BIRTHDAY - 12 JUNE 
A good turnout of members and guests celebrated 

The Queen's 90th birthday in the Edinburgh 

clubhouse. A drinks reception in the Members’ 

Lounge was followed by a three-course lunch with 

wine in the dining room.  

During lunch members were able to watch 

the celebration party on the Mall on a giant TV 

screen. A toast to Her Majesty, who is also patron of 

ROSL, was proposed by the new branch Chairman, 

Helen Macpherson. The event and raffle raised a 

total of £597.50 for the Roderick Lakin MBE 

Memorial Appeal. Many thanks to all those who 

attended. 

 
SCOTTISH MEMBERS' DINNER - 24 JUNE 

 

 
 
“A truly memorable evening, beginning with a drinks 
reception and canapés and followed by a fantastic 
menu of what were my favorite foods (though I took 
no part in the choice of menu!)  

The Very Rev John Chalmers gave an 
excellent talk with slides illustrating the year he spent 
as Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland; a truly rollercoaster year which 
encountered the referendum in Scotland and 
emotional visits abroad to South Sudan and Nigeria 
which held us all spell bound. 

Grayson’s did us proud in the dinner 
planning: the presentation and quality of food and 
wine was amazing. Any members who missed this - 
don't miss the next one!” 

Stuart Lynch 
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FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS 
All events listed take place at Over-Seas House 
Edinburgh unless otherwise stated.  

 
The clubhouse hosts a variety of events including: 

Arts lunches: Come along to our regular lectures, 

followed by a two-course lunch and coffee.  

Coffee mornings: An opportunity to socialise with 

fellow members and guests and enjoy informative talks 
by speakers from the local area. Coffee served from 
10am, talk at 10.30am. Please note the new price. 

Film nights: Each month ROSL members and 

guests can enjoy a screening of a classic film in the 
comfort of the clubhouse’s Balmoral Room. In 
exceptional cases the film may finish at 8pm. 
 

 

 

‘THE BRIGGERS’: THE MEN THAT 
BUILT THE FORTH BRIDGE  
Saturday 3 September, 10am 

Coffee morning with talk by Frank Hay and Len 

Saunders. 

£5 

 

FILM NIGHT: THE HURT LOCKER 
Tuesday 13 September, 5pm 
Oscar-winning drama following an elite bomb disposal 
squad. Coffee and ice-cream included. 

Tickets for entry and refreshments £7.50 

 

ARTS LUNCH:  
CASABLANCA’S SECRETS  
Wednesday 14 September, 12pm for 12.30pm 

Speaker Ian Gordon gives a talk on ‘Casablanca: The 

fascinating secrets behind this 1942 classic’, followed 

by a two-course lunch with coffee. 
Members £20, guests £25  

 

‘MONUMENTAL EDINBURGH’  
Saturday 1 October, 10am 

Coffee morning with talk by Paul McAuley, Collection 

Care Officer at Edinburgh City Council. 

£5 

 

FILM NIGHT: GANDHI 
Tuesday 11 October, 5pm 

Oscar-winning biopic of Mahatma Gandhi. Coffee and 

ice-cream included. 

Tickets for entry and refreshments £7.50 

 

ARTS LUNCH:  
ST MARY’S MUSIC SCHOOL 
Wednesday 12 October, 12pm for 12.30pm 
Lunchtime recital by pupils from St Mary’s Music 
School, including a two-course lunch and coffee. 
Members £20, guests £25  
 

THE HISTORY OF THE FESTIVAL 
AND KINGS THEATRES 
Saturday 5 November, 10am 
Coffee morning with talk by Cerin Richardson, Head  of 
Creativity and Diversity at the theatres.  
£5 
 

THE LAST EMPEROR 
Tuesday 8 November, 5pm 

The dramatic history of Pu Yi, the last Emperor of 

China. Coffee and ice-cream included 
Tickets for entry and refreshments £7.50 

 
NEW MEMBERS’ RECEPTION 
Thursday 10 November, 6.30pm 
This reception provides an opportunity for all of our 
members in Scotland and the north of England to meet 
our teams from both clubhouses and the Edinburgh 
Branch committee; learn more about the various events 
and programmes ROSL has to offer; and see how 
renovations in the Edinburgh clubhouse are 
transforming the club. Wine and canapés will be served 
throughout the evening.  
Free. Guests welcome. 
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ST ANDREW’S NIGHT DINNER 
Saturday 26 November, 7pm 
Join fellow members and guests for a friendly drinks 
reception, followed by a three-course dinner with wine 
and tea or coffee. Our guest speaker, David Reid, 
Chairman of the Robert Louis Stevenson Club will also 
give a talk on ‘Stevenson's Love of Scotland’. 
£30; £35 guests 
 

FILM NIGHT 
Tuesday 13 December, 5pm 
Film title to be announced. Screening includes coffee 
and ice-cream. 
Tickets for entry and refreshments £7.50 
 

COFFEE MORNING AND CAROL 
SINGING 
Wednesday 14 December, 10am 
Join us for coffee and carol singing led by the choir of 
St Andrew’s and St George’s West, followed by a 
seasonal treat of mulled wine and mince pies.  
£10. Guests welcome.  
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 
Friday 25 December, 12pm 
Celebrate Christmas at your home-away-from-home 
with our traditional three-course lunch, including festive 
canapés and bubbly on arrival, and tea, coffee, mince 
pies afterwards. There will also be a visit from Father 
Christmas with gifts for all the family and an opportunity 
to watch the Queen’s speech while you relax with a 
coffee.This event is also available as part of our 
Edinburgh Christmas package. For details, see page 38 
of Overseas magazine or email  
reception@rosl-edinburgh.org. 
£65 

HOGMANAY DINNER AND DANCE 
Saturday 31 December, 7pm 
Welcome in the new year and watch the fireworks from 
the finest viewpoint in Edinburgh. Enjoy a glass of 
champagne on arrival; a five-course meal with wine; 
and champagne, black bun and shortbread at midnight. 
Our ceilidh band will provide much entertainment 
throughout the celebrations. This event is also available 
as part of our Edinburgh Hogmanay package. For 
details, see page 38 of Overseas magazine or email 
reception@rosl-edinburgh.org. 
£105 
 

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

about any of the above events or to reserve tickets 

please contact the Reception team on 0131 225 

1501 or email reception@rosl-edinburgh.org 

GLASGOW BRANCH  
Glasgow Branch meetings are usually held at the 
Western Club, 32 Royal Exchange Square, Glasgow at 
2pm unless otherwise stated. All members and their 
guests are welcome. For information about the branch, 
please call Bill Agnew on 0141 884 6342. 

‘ALBANIA’ 
Friday 14 October 
Talk by Norman MacGilvray.  
£2 donation for refreshments.  

 
‘THE ARCTIC RIVIERA – EAST GREENLAND’ 
Friday 11 November 
Talk by Alan Colvill.  
£2 donation for refreshments.  

 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Friday 2 December 
Details tba. Contact Bill Agnew to register your interest.  
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THE ROYAL OVER-SEAS LEAGUE 
For over 100 years the Royal Over-Seas League 

(ROSL) – a unique not-for-profit membership 

organisation – has encouraged international friendship 

and understanding though social, music, arts and 

humanitarian programmes. With reciprocal 

arrangements with over 80 clubs around the world and 

splendid clubhouses in prime locations in St James’s, 

London and Princes Street, Edinburgh, members can 

escape from the bustle of the city and meet friends and 

colleagues in a peaceful environment. 

If you have a friend or family member that would be 

interested in joining, please contact the Membership 

Department on +44 (0)20 7408 0214 ext 214/216, 

membership@rosl.org.uk or visit www.rosl.org.uk. 

 

Branch Chairman 

Mrs Helen Macpherson 

T: 0131 346 8347 

E: johnhelen@waitrose.com 

Deputy Chairman 

Mr Stuart Lynch 

 

Branch Secretary 

Mr Tom Murison  

T: 0131 337 6439 

Newsletter Editor 

Mr Keith Stringer  

T: 01796 472578 

Younger Members 

Mr Alex Lamley  

 

Committee Members 

Mrs Majory Wilson, Mr David Withington,  

Mrs Wilma Bernie, Miss Katie Elliott 

 

 

 

 

TELL US YOUR THOUGHTS –  
ARTS LUNCHES 
 
While attendance at the monthly coffee mornings is 
reasonably healthy, your committee would like to 
increase the attendance at Arts Lunches. We’d like 
to know what would encourage a bigger turn out of 
members and their guests at these regular 
Edinburgh Branch events.  
 The Edinburgh Committee invites you to fill 
in this short questionnaire and return it to the 
committee c/o of the Reception Desk at Over-Seas 
House, 100 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3AB.  
 
Please circle your answers. 
 
1. How many Arts Lunches should there be in the 
year? (Please circle your response) 
 
4 6 8 
 
2. Should there be an Arts Lunch if there is a club 
dinner in the same month? 
 
Yes  No 
 
3. Arts Lunches start at 12pm for 12.30 with the 
speaker starting at 12.30. Would you change this 
and if so to when? 
 
……………………………………………………………. 

 
4. It has been suggested that rather than a two-
course Arts Lunch, the format could change to ‘soup 
and sandwiches’ with a speaker – which would be at 
a lower price.  Would you be in favour?  

 
Yes No                                      

 
5. Where are the best places for you to see the Arts 
lunches' details? 
 
a. On the clubhouse notice boards in the 
    corridor, on the bar tables and in the lift 
b. In an email a month in advance of the event 
c. In the Edinburgh Branch Newsletter 
 
6. How far in advance would you like to see the 
notices?  

 
1 week  1 month 1 quarter 

 
7. What would encourage you to bring your friends 
and family along to the Arts lunches? 
……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………… 

 
8. And finally are there any particular subjects you 
would like covered by speakers? 
……………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………… 

Founder: Sir Evelyn Wrench, KCMG 

Patron: H.M. The Queen 

Vice-Patron: HRH Princess Alexandra, KG, GCVO 

 

London Clubhouse  

Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street,  

London, SW1A 1LR, England 

+44 (0)20 7408 0214, info@rosl.org.uk  

 

Edinburgh Clubhouse  

Over-Seas House, 100 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3AB, Scotland 

+44 (0)131 225 1501, reception@rosl-edinburgh.org 

 

www.rosl.org.uk 


