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Members’ support makes the difference
It was wonderful to see the daffodils in 
their golden splendour from the window 
of the Members’ Lounge when looking 
up to Edinburgh Castle. The weather has 
again challenged us with wind, rain and 
hailstones but, with a little bit of luck, 
summer and sunshine are just around 
the corner. 

I had the privilege and honour to 
lay a wreath on behalf of the ROSL to 
commemorate and mark 100 years of 
ANZAC and Gallipoli Day. The Service 
which was broadcast on television was 
held on a very wet day at the Scottish 
National War Memorial, Edinburgh 
Castle.  

In respect of our ROSL Charity 
Dinner I am delighted to inform you that 
with contributions from a small quiz and 
raffle and a substantial donation from 
Cobbs, we are able to donate £500 to 
The Personnel Recovery Centre, 
Edinburgh. The Centre, which is the only 
one in Scotland, supports Army, Navy 
and RAF men and women from GB and 
the Commonwealth who have returned 
from war zones. I would like to thank 
everyone who supported the Charity 
Dinner.  

The guest speaker for our 
Scottish Members’ Dinner was Willie 
Cameron, Business Development 
Director for the Cobbs Group, on the 
subject “Loch Ness from Day One to Day 
Two”. Willie kept us entertained about 
“Nessie”. Do you believe or not?  Look 
behind you! 

The title of the talk by Dr. 
Mitchell Manson at our May Coffee 
Morning was   “Bike Bengal 2011”. With 
the active involvement of some friends 
Dr. Manson arranged a 420 mile bicycle 
ride in India to support the Dr. Graham’s 
Homes (for the education of young 
children) located in Kalimpong, Bengal, 
and in the process collected a large 
amount of money for the Homes. 

“Counterinsurgency” by Mr. 
Seamus Power, former officer in the 
British South African Police, was the 
subject of the talk at our May Arts Lunch 
and all Members and guests present 
were fascinated by the account of the 
subject in relation to Rhodesia.  

Our Annual General Meeting 
was held on 20 May and was attended 
by Director-General, Major General 
Roddy Porter.  
 

Mae Barr MBE, Branch Chairman

From the  
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EDINBURGH AGM 

It was a great pleasure to attend the 
Edinburgh Branch AGM on 20 May 2015 
and to enjoy an evening reception with 
members afterwards. I was very 
encouraged by the whole evening and the 
very positive things members had to say 
about developments in ROSL generally and 
in the clubhouse in Edinburgh in particular.   

I would like to thank all those 
members who attended the AGM for their 
commitment and encouragement. I would 
also like to thank Mrs Mae Barr and her 
Committee for their sterling work during the 
past year and for their agreement to go on 
doing so. May I also add my own word of 
welcome to Helen MacPherson and Keith 
Stringer who were voted back onto the 
Committee and the AGM and thanks to Ed 
Hughes and Margaret Whaling who have 
stepped down. 

As I recall saying before, I am deeply 
committed to the development of the 
Edinburgh clubhouse and am excited about 
future plans. We hope to start work on the 
remodelled Reception very shortly and 
elements of the new staircase are being 
manufactured ‘off site’ as we speak. I will be 
meeting with one or two Committee 
members, Cobbs representatives and 
members of the ROSL Buildings Sub-
Committee in the late summer/early autumn 
to spend time considering other projects to 
further enhance and develop the clubhouse 
in the coming years. There is much that we 

can do in this respect and I look forward to 
playing my part in planning future works. 
We are also about to complete a 
comprehensive inspection of the electrical 
circuits in the clubhouse to ensure we are 
completely safe and legal. 

Gemma Matthews and her team will 
be working with the Committee to develop 
the arts programme in Edinburgh and our 
networks with like-minded organisations. I 
hope that this will result in increased 
membership and a revitalised arts 
programme in Scotland. Meanwhile we look 
forward to the Festival Fringe programme 
which will see us holding an extra week of 
arts performances in the clubhouse.  

May I wish all our Edinburgh Branch 
members a very happy and fulfilling 
summer.  
 

Roddy Porter, Director- Gerenal 

MEMBERS’ TRIP TO 
LONDON 

 

The Annual Trip for Scottish Members will 

take place on the weekend starting Friday 7 

August. The cost is £325 (Park View £330) and 

includes three nights (Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday) dinner, bed and continental 

breakfast. Deposit required £50. Book with 

Edinburgh Receptionist, Lena by 30 June via 

reception@rosl-edinburgh.org or call    

+44 (0)131 225 1501. 

mailto:reception@rosl-edinburgh.org
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Younger Members in Edinburgh 

 

ROSL YMs have been actively involved in the 
Scottish Clubs Group (SCG) which I founded in 
May last year. The SCG activities have been 
well attended by members of the Royal Scots, 
New Club and Glasgow Art Club.  The Glasgow 
Arts Club hosted an SCG mixer event on 21 
February. It was well attended and all enjoyed 
the opportunity to network.  

The SCG co-hosted the ROSL gin 
tasting with Eden Gin in Edinburgh on 24 April.  
It was well attended, YMs stayed for dinner after 
the event and had a good time meeting one 
another and building new connections between 
the respective clubs’ YMs.  

Younger Members can now look forward 
to this year’s champagne and croquet party for 
ROSL’s SCG event on 23 July after it went 
down so well last year. (More details on the 
events pages).The SCG hopes to organise a 
trip around the clubs during the Fringe Festival 
with the intention of incorporating attendance at 
any shows hosted at the respective clubs. Not 
all clubs are Fringe venues and schedules are 
still being investigated – details will be posted 
on the noticeboards We are also in discussions 
with the Younger Member Committee in London 
about hosting a group from London at the 
Edinburgh clubhouse. 

With the growing programme of activity 
we are keen to see more young members join 
and get involved in hosting YM events at the 
clubhouse.  We welcome new members Matt 
Oddy and Rosalie Campau to the club.  I hope 
to see other YMs using the club more and I urge 
members to encourage young people in their 
families and networks to come and explore all 
that the club has to offer.  

 
Alex Lamley 

.

  

CLUBHOUSE NEWS 

2015 got off to a very slow start between 
January and April, just meeting the figures 
and budget of 2014. Room occupancy 
dipped slightly in January and February by 
15%, on the other hand, up on year in 
March and April by 4%. Food and Beverage 
down from January to April, but overall, 
slightly up from last year. 

We’ve seen a very good start in May, 
the General Assembly using the club bring 
in a lot of revenue, as they do every year, 
with Ministers occupying most bedrooms 
and function rooms. We also had the 
pleasure of HRH Princess Alexandra 
visiting in February. She thanked all staff for 
their excellent hospitality. I was delighted to 
present the Princess with a Cobbs hamper. 

Work will start soon on the new 
reception layout, improving both first 
impressions and accessibility with a new 
bespoke desk, front door and a general 
paint. This should be finished by July 2015 
in time for the influx of visitors for the 
Edinburgh Festival. 

Advanced bookings for bedrooms 
and functions are looking healthy and we 
are gearing up for a very busy time in 
August. 

Receptionist Valerie Adam’s second 
operation was successful and she’s making 
a good recovery, we hope she will be back 
on board very soon. 

We look forward to seeing you at the 
club for a wonderful summer season. 

 
 
 

Daniel Campbell 
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Music and MORE@100 

Princes Street 

 

 
 
 

ROSL ARTS moves up a gear for its 16th 
annual award-winning Edinburgh Festival 
series of events at ROSL Scottish 
Headquarters. 

ROSL ARTS returns to 100 Princes 
Street with a significantly expanded and 
diversified series of events for the 2015 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe moving from 30 
concerts in two weeks, to 50 events spread 
over the whole three weeks of the 
International Festival and Fringe.      

The best selling ROSL ARTS 
established classical music brand leaders 
such as Bach or Beethoven for Breakfast, 
Chopin after lunch and Mozart at Teatime 
remain. New programming strands for 2015 
include regular late night Jazz in the 
restaurant in the third week alternating with 
classic Gershwin and Cole Porter, a 
children’s music show, and book events, 
which will surely attract a wider audience. 
Caine Prize Winner Leila Aboulela (pictured 
opposite top right) and shortlisted author 
Tendai Huchu (opposite top left) will read 
from their new novels in the Robert Louis 
Stevenson Room.  

Consistent quality is assured by 
continuing to focus on showcasing ROSL 

ARTS prizewinning musicians such as John 
Paul Muir and Charlotte Ashton (pictured 
below) whatever the musical genre – to 
much critical acclaim: 

  
“The best place to spot future talent is 
undoubtedly the Royal Over-Seas League 
music series” 
The Herald 
 
“The ROSL’s 60-year old record for 
supporting young artists bears enormous 
fruit…it attracts the cream of the young 
musical crop” 
The Scotsman 
 

Look out for the full programme - 
available at the end of June. We look 
forward to seeing you at many of the events 
during this busy time for the club. 
 

Roderick Lakin MBE 

LINE-UP FOR 2015 
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THE CHAIRMAN’S 
FAREWELL  

Four Edinburgh members attended 
the dinner at Over-Seas House London on 
5 May given in honour of ROSL Chairman 
Sir Anthony Figgis, marking the completion 
of his five year term of office. Two members 
of the Glasgow Branch including the 
Glasgow Chairman, Bill Agnew, were also 
present. There was a large turnout of well 
over a hundred members. 

Ben Schoeman, winner of the Gold 
Medal at the 2009 Annual Music 
Competition, performed pieces by Mozart 
and Chopin at a short concert before dinner. 
We were very fortunate to have such a 
wonderful pianist return to set the evening 
off to a great start.  

The assembled members were very 
pleased when HRH Princess Alexandra KG 
GCVO arrived. There had been rumours of 
a special guest, but her attendance had 
been kept secret so as to surprise Sir 
Anthony and Lady Mayella. It was lovely to 
see the astonishment and delight of the 
members when Princess Alexandra entered 
with the Chairman, whose face showed his 
immense pleasure. 

After the concert, we had dinner in 
the Hall of India and Pakistan. This 
excellent banquet enabled us to meet up 
with other members.  

The speeches given by ROSL 
President, Lord Luce, former Vice-Chairman 
Sir Kenneth Scott and Sir Anthony, were 
well received by the audience and were 
spoken highly of by them. It was interesting 
and sometimes amusing to hear some 
personal annecdotes about Sir Anthony and 
how ROSL has developed during his time 
as Chairman.  

The Edinburgh group had a very 
pleasant ‘nightcap’ in the bar where we 
were joined by Sir Kenneth Scott and by our 
new Chairman Simon Ward FCA and his 
wife Raye. A most pleasant evening. 

 
Keith Stringer 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Above: Sir Anthony is thrilled to see 

Princess Alexandra; members from Edinburgh 
mingle with younger members at the 
Champagne reception before the concert; Sir 
Anthony greets members from Glasgow; Ben 
Schoeman performs Chopin in Princess 
Alexandra Hall 

 



 

EDINBURGH OVER-SEAS NEW SLETTER 

 

Page 6 

IN PICTURES 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Clockwise from top left:  
Brigadier David Allfrey, Director of the Edinburgh 
Military tattoo speaking at the Commonwealth Day 
Lunch in March  

Members at Chairman’s Reception after the AGM  

Chairman Mae Barr with members after the AGM 

John Ramsay giving a talk on the history of Gibraltar” 

Rev. Professor Frank Whaling after his talk entitled 
‘The Greatness of Mahatma Gandhi’ at the coffee 
morning in March 
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FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS 

 

ARTS LUNCHES 
Over-Seas House,  12 noon for 12.30  

 

Wednesday 16 September                             

Speaker TBA 

 

Wednesday 14  October                             

Dr Hermonie Cockborn: Scientific Director of 

Dynamic Earth  

Tickets £15 Members, £20 Guests                            

Two course lunch and coffee (wine not included) 

 
COFFEE MORNINGS 
Over-Seas House  
Coffee served from 10am, talk at 10.30am 

Tickets £3, payable on arrival 

MR JAMES ROBERTSON  -  MUSIC 
THERAPY 

Saturday 6 June                                                                       

 
MR JOHN RAMSAY  -  FRANK SINATRA, 
MAN, MUSIC AND THE MAFIA 

Saturday 5 September                                                                 

 
TBA 

Saturday 3 October                                                                           
 
 

FILM NIGHTS 
Over-Seas House,  5pm  

Tickets £7.50 per person include coffee, pop corn and 

ice cream 

Each month ROSL members can enjoy a screening 

of a classic film in the comfort of the clubhouse 

Amelie    
Tuesday 16 June                                                        

Lawrence of Arabia 
Tuesday 7 July        
 
Annie Hall 
Tuesday 4 August 
 
Singing in the Rain 
Tuesday 8 September 
 

Slumdog Millionaire 
Tuesday 6 October 
 

 

MUSIC @100 PRINCES STREET 
Gala Opera Evening                                                                          

Monday 8 June at 6.30pm 

Annual concert by students of the Royal 

Conservatoire of Scotland Opera School 

directed and introduced by Professor Timothy 

Dean. 

Tickets £35 includes cocktail reception and two 

course dinner with wine. 
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EDINBURGH FESTIVAL FRINGE 
2015     

10 August – 28 August  

Chamber Concert Series returns for its 16th 
award winning series.  Presenting not only 30 
concerts in two weeks, but a third week of 
events including Jazz suppers and a brunch, 
book readings for Caine Prize authors and a 
musical performance for children and the young 
at heart. Featuring outstanding ROSL 
Prizewinners from the UK and the 
Commonwealth. 
 

Tickets £12, Friends of ROSL ARTS £10 

 
CHAIRMANS RECEPTION 
Over-Seas  House, Wednesday 28 October  6.30pm 

 

Reception for New Members with wine and 
canapes. Music on the Clarsach by Mary 
Fleming. 
 
Tickets Free 
 
 

EXHIBITIONS AT THE 
CLUBHOUSE 

WATERS OF SCOTLAND  

LEO DU FEU 

Over-Seas House, 2 July – 25 September, daily 

 
Exquisite paintings by award winning recent 
graduate of Edinburgh School of Art inspired by 
the coastline of Scotland’ s islands and 
mainland. 

 
Tickets Free 

 

THE ROYAL OVER-SEAS LEAGUE 
For over 100 years the Royal Over-Seas League 

(ROSL) – a unique not-for-profit membership 

organisation – has encouraged international friendship 

and understanding though social, music, arts and 

humanitarian programmes. With reciprocal 

arrangements with over 80 clubs around the world and 

splendid clubhouses in prime locations in St James’s, 

London and Princes Street, Edinburgh, members can 

escape from the bustle of the city and meet friends and 

colleagues in a peaceful environment. 

If you have a friend or family member that would be 

interested in joining, please contact the Membership 

Department on +44 (0)20 7408 0214 ext 214/216, 

membership@rosl.org.uk or visit www.rosl.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Royal Over-Seas League 

Founder: Sir Evelyn Wrench, KCMG 

Patron: H.M. The Queen 

Vice-Patron: HRH Princess Alexandra, KG, GCVO 

 

Edinburgh Clubhouse  

Over-Seas House, 100 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3AB, Scotland 

+44 (0)131 225 1501, reception@rosl-edinburgh.org 

 


