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Looking forward to the year ahead 
The last few months of 2015 provided 

members with a mixture of happy times 

and, unfortunately, some sad news. 

ROSL Chairman Simon Ward 
passed away on 17 November having 
chaired a most successful Chairman’s 
Lunch held the same day. Simon had 
given so much of his time to the ROSL 
as Honorary Treasurer over many years 
and latterly for a tragically short period 
as Chairman. Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to his wife Raye and their family.  

The memorial concert ‘A 
Celebration of Roderick Lakin MBE’ was 
held at 100 Princes Street in late 
November at which Roderick’s wife 
Margaret was present. The musicians 
who gave of their time and affection for 
Roderick were Huw Wiggin saxophone, 
Charlotte Ashton flute, Martyn Jackson 
violin and William Vann piano. Roderick 
catered for all tastes in the music world 
and nurtured much young talent from 
across the globe. He will be greatly 
missed.  

On the day after Bill and I arrived 
home from a visit to Stuttgart which 
included visits to Christmas markets we 
held our Christmas lunch and carol 
singing. At the lunch that day the Rev. 

Ian Gilmour gave a very amusing 
presentation on ‘Laughter’ which put us 
all in a fine and jolly singing mood for the 
Christmas carols led by Choirmaster 
Brigitte Harris and the choir from St. 
Andrew’s and St. George’s Church. The 
following little rhyme reflects the mood of 
the attendees following the presentation 
at the Christmas lunch: 

Spread the laughter, 
Share the cheer, 
and let’s be happy 
while we’re here. 

January, of course, brings us to 
our very own Burns Night Supper. The 
Minister of Cramond Kirk, the Rev Dr 
Russell Barr, an Ayrshire lad, will be 
presenting ‘The Immortal Memory’. 

The Annual General Meeting of 
the Edinburgh Branch of the Royal Over-
Seas League will take place on 
Wednesday 25 May at the end of which I 
shall be standing down as a member of 
the branch committee. At this time I 
would like to offer best wishes to my 
successor and the incoming members of 
your new committee. 

Mae Barr, Edinburgh Branch Chairman

Mae Barr MBE 

CHAIRMAN 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 

May I wish every single one of our Edinburgh Branch 
members and all at the Edinburgh clubhouse a very 
happy 2016 and I hope that this year will bring you 
all much joy. 2015 was a year of great change, much 
joy but also acute sadness. I do not want to dwell for 
too long on the grief we experienced but would like 
to say ‘thank you’ to you all, to all the staff and the 
musicians in Edinburgh who attended and made 
Roderick Lakin’s memorial concert on 27 November; 
it was a most fitting occasion and an evening worthy 
of Roderick’s legacy and memory. 

At headquarters, our hearts have been 
warmed by the very many messages of support and 
condolence we have received from members 
following Simon Ward’s tragic death on 17 
November. Raye, his wife, and their family have 
been much comforted by the depth and breadth of 
the support they have felt from our worldwide 
membership – thank you to all who have written and 
who have also contributed, as Simon’s family had 
wished, towards the Golden Jubilee Trust for 
humanitarian work. Simon’s funeral, in Winchester in 
early December, was extraordinarily well attended 
and was a magnificent send-off for a much loved and 
sorely missed Chairman and friend to us all. We will 
struggle without Simon but we will go forward 
determined to fulfil Simon’s hopes for his 
Chairmanship; particularly in the development of our 
arts and humanitarian work and in encouraging more 
younger members to join us. 
 

  
 

Raye Ward will remain in Kenya until March 
and then hopes to maintain her close association 
with the club and our activities; we will continue to 
support her and look forward to welcoming her back 
to ROSL in due course.  

We are committed to supporting the 
programme in Edinburgh and have been working 
with your Committee to develop the event schedule 
for 2016. I hope that this will be reflected shortly in 
an enhanced programme of events at 100 Princes 
Street that you will enjoy attending.  

My best wishes for 2016.  

Roddy Porter, Director-General 

Clubhouse News 
Happy New Year to all members from the 
management and staff. The Edinburgh clubhouse 
had a busy festive period. Christmas Day lunch was 
well attended, with Father Christmas dropping in at 
the end of a busy day. 

Hogmanay was celebrated in the usual 
fashion, with an evening meal and the chance to 
watch the castle’s fireworks at midnight on the 
clubhouse roof. Everyone enjoyed the night, some 
guests staying on until very late into 2016! 

This year will finally see the transformation 
of the reception area. We would like the construction 
work to take place on the first week in February (see 
page 8 for further details). This work could take up to 
a week. Members will unfortunately have to use the 
back Rose Street Lane South entrance for this 
period. We will put notices up around the clubhouse 
and inform as many members as we can when we 
know the exact dates. 

There are several events taking place for 
members over the next couple of months. The Burns 
Night Supper is on the 30 January. On 12 February 
the Yehudi Menuhin School will perform at the 
clubhouse. Pupils from the school get a chance to 
show off their talent, making this evening concert a 
‘must-see’.  

The next film nights are taking place on 9 
February and 8 March. These nights are fun and 
include tea or coffee, ice cream and sweets. Tickets 
for all these events can be bought from Reception. 

On behalf of the management and staff, I 
look forward to welcoming you in 2016 

Colin Anderson, Assistant Manager  

 

BRANCH COMMITTEE 

The Edinburgh Branch Committee meets throughout 

the year. The programme of events is prepared well 

into the autumn of this year after hard work by the 

Chair and members. The revised branch rules are 
also ready for Central Council approval.  

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE 

EDINBURGH COMMITTEE? 
If you would like to participate in enjoyable, useful 

and rewarding work on behalf of your fellow 

members, the Edinburgh Branch committee would 

welcome you. For more information or to express 

your interest, please speak to any committee 

member or Secretary Tom Murison, 

tamurison@hotmail.com, as soon as possible so we 

can make the appropriate arrangements before the 
May AGM.  
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YOUNGER MEMBERS  

 
 
In November of last year I was very fortunate to 
visit friends in Brisbane, Australia and had the 
chance to visit one of our ROSL reciprocal clubs, 
Tattersall’s Club.  The club takes its name from 
Richard Tattersall, the famous horse breeder and 
club namesake in London. Founded in 1865 by a 
group of gentlemen who were prominent in 
both business and in the thoroughbred 
horseracing industry in Queensland, the club has 
been part of the backdrop of life in Brisbane for 
nearly 150 years. 

And so, on a very hot and balmy day, and 
after a tremendously civilised lunch with a friend in 
the club’s Healey Room, which offers a modern 
and relaxed dining experience, I was met by 
Tattersall’s Club manager, Jonathan Cauldwell.  
Jonathan showed us around the club, its public 
rooms, private dining rooms and library.  The club 
boasts the only indoor heated pool in Brisbane on 
its top floor with an impressive gym and spa suite, 
used by the likes of the All Blacks rugby team and 
pop stars such as Pink when in town.  

Designed by Hall and Prentice, architects 
for Brisbane's new City Hall, the current clubhouse 
was opened in 1926 and stands in the centre of 
Brisbane’s shopping precinct. Its main hall was 
modelled on the repository at Tattersalls auction 
room in London and provides a fantastic setting 
for socialising and has been used to host balls to 
boxing nights. The formal dining room (pictured 
from its mezzanine) offers some breathtakingly 
beautiful examples of art deco architecture.   

When visiting any of the ROSL reciprocal 
clubs you ought to feel as if you are among friends 
and that is certainly how we felt at Tattersall’s. I 
thoroughly recommend visiting and making use of 
the Tattersall’s should you be in Brisbane.  

I have brought back with me a copy of the 
Tattersall’s Club book which describes the history 
of the club, its membership and the development 
of the horse racing community in Queensland 

which has been so integral to the club’s founding. I 
shall leave this in the Edinburgh clubhouse 
Members’ Room for anyone who wishes to read 
about this fantastic club further.   

If you have any ideas or would like to find out more 

about supporting the Young Members programme 

then please email alexjlamley@aol.com.  

To order a letter of introduction to a reciprocal club, 

please contact our Guest Relations Officer in 

London on guestrelations@rosl.org.uk or 020 7408 

0214 ext 215. A full list of reciprocal clubs can be 

found at www.rosl.org.uk. 

Alexander Lamley 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Above left: Jonathan Cauldwell and Alex Lamley in 

the Tattersall’s Bar 

Above: Tattersall’s Club Restaurant and  

Bar and mezzanine 
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Reviews of recent events 
EDINBURGH FESTIVAL FIREWORKS 
CONCERT AND DINNER - 31 AUGUST 2015 
“The member's buffet celebrating the Edinburgh 
Festival finale with the extended firework's concert 
was an outstanding success this year. 

Not only did we enjoy a feast of oysters, 
langoustines and wonderful savouries cheese and 
desserts with wine, but we also enjoyed the benefits 
of the new roof access to the clubhouse and were 
able to sit in comfort enjoying the music which had a 
dance theme as we watched the synchronised 
fireworks in comfort. What a clubhouse we have!” 

Stuart Lynch 
 

“Alex made very good job of the fireworks dinner in 
the Restaurant on the night. Although well attended it 
was slightly disappointing that not more were club 
members and that the advertised dress code was 
almost completely ignored. The coments above on 
the roof access and concert are thoroughly 
endorsed.” 

KS 

 
A DYNAMIC ARTS LUNCH -  
14 OCTOBER 2015 
“The talk on ‘James Hutton, Plate Tectonics and 
Dynamic Earth’ by our speaker Dr Hermione 
Cockburn was illustrated by film and slides and 
delivered in a most entertaining and enthusiastic 
manner which is likely to encourage those present to 
visit Dynamic Earth in the near future.” 

Bill Barr 

 
COFFEE MORNING : WWI POETS -  
7 NOVEMBER 2015 
Our speaker at the coffee morning held on 7 
November was Catherine Walker, curator of the War 
Poets Collection at Edinburgh Napier University. 

She spoke on the ‘History of Craiglockhart 
Hospital during WWI’. Some 38 members and guests 
supported this event and were rewarded with a most 
interesting presentation. It included special 
references to the English Poets and Soldiers, 
Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred Owen. 

A copy of the ‘War Poets Collection at 
historic Craiglockhart’ brochure is at the Edinburgh 
front desk. 

PAINTINGS OF      
OLD EDINBURGH 

Three photographs of paintings of old Edinburgh by 
Mr Archibald Grant Philip were given on a permanent 
loan last month to ROSL Edinburgh Branch by his 
brother member Dr George Philip (aka Philip Grant). 

The paintings will be hung in a prominent 
corridor location in Over-Seas House, Edinburgh. 
For archival purposes in London, it is planned to 
provide a folder containing a glossy copy of each 
painting with information to ROSL Vice-Chairman. 

Dr George Philip uses the name ‘Philip 
Grant’ when he is writing crime novels (two so far). 
As well as being an author of crime novels George is 
also a screenwriter. 

When in Edinburgh, he frequents The 
Elephant House cafe on George lV Bridge - 
launching pad for Harry Potter. He (that's Philip 
Grant, not Harry Potter!) went to a school round the 
corner - cross the road past Greyfriar's Bobby and 
go through the churchyard where you'll find the gate 
into George Heriot's campus!  

From there he crossed the Lauriston Place 
to the old Royal Infirmary and Medical school to 
study for six years. He must have done something 
right 'cos they gave him a degree and let him loose 
on an unsuspecting world.  

Dr George Philip began writing crime novels, 
following in the footsteps of W Somerset Maugham, 
Michael Crichton, Tess Gerritsen, A J Cronin (who 
practised in Bayswater, London, next door to George 
Philip) and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, also an 
Edinburgh graduate. After a spell at Edinburgh's 
Royal infirmary he moved south to Leeds where he 
worked at St James's Hospital - known by many as 
the 'Jimmies' of the TV documentary series.  

Among other specialities he worked in 
Pathology - "I did about a hundred autopsies - but 
never one on a murder victim... as far as I am 
aware!" After several years working in the Middle 
East he ended his working life as a GP in London 
and began his writing career. He now lives in Spain. 

 

  

ABOVE: Paintings of White Horse Inn, Huntly House 

and John Knox’s House 
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IN PICTURES 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

From top left to bottom right:  
 

1. Mae Barr with speaker Dr Hermione Cockburn, 
Scientific Director, Dynamic Earth, at the Arts Lunch in 
October 

2-4. New members and guests met committee members at 
the New Members Reception 

5. Tom Murison with Ian Nimmo, former Chair of the 
Robert Louis Stevenson Club, who spoke about Treasure 
Island at the Arts Lunch in November 

6. Roddie Martine at St Andrew’s Night Dinner in 
November 

7. Rev Ian Gilmour, Minister of St Andrew’s and St 
Georges West Church, speaker at the Arts Lunch and 
Carol Singing at the clubhouse on 9 December 
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FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS 

BURNS NIGHT SUPPER 
Saturday 30 January, 7.30pm 
Traditional Burns Night Supper with the ‘Immortal 
Memory’ given by Rev Dr G Russell Barr and Burns’ 
‘Address to the Haggis’ delivered by Eric Milligan.  
Members £35; guests £40 
 

 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 
Over-Seas House, Edinburgh,  
Coffee served from 10am, talk at 10.30am 

Tickets £3.50 payable on arrival 

FOR GALLANTRY UNDER ENEMY 
OCCUPATION 
Saturday 6 February 

Speaker Jackie Sutherland 

 

THE ETHIOPIAN ADVENTURE 
Saturday 5 March 

Speaker Margaret Allan 

 

ROYAL SCOTTISH ACADEMY 
Saturday 2 April 

Speaker Dr Joanna Soden 

 

CARPET DESIGN 
Saturday 7 May 

Speaker Bill King 

 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY… 
Saturday 4 June and  3 September 
Speakers for these dates will be announced in 
Overseas, on the ROSL website or in the next 
newsletter when they have been confirmed. Please 
note there are no coffee mornings in July or August. 

 

ARTS LUNCHES 
Over-Seas House, Edinburgh. 12pm for 12.30  
Members £20, guests £25  
 

Come along to our regular lectures, followed by a two-

course lunch and coffee.  

BANKING: INVENTED IN SCOTLAND 
Wednesday 17 February 

Alistair Gibb, specialist advisor to Co-Cooperative 

Development Scotland, loan assessor for the East of 

Scotland Investment Fund and chair of the Church of 

Scotland Investment Trust, gives a fascinating talk on 

banking and its history.   
 

COMMONWEALTH DAY LUNCH 
Monday 14 March  

With guest speaker, Commodore Anthony Morrow CVO 

RN, the last captain to serve on the Britannia.  

 

 

 
SCOTTISH GAELIC  
Wednesday 11 May 

With John Macleod, President of A Comunn 

Gaidhealach on ’Scottish Gaelic: minority language 

making an international impact’.  

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Wednesday 25 May, 6pm 
Edinburgh branch AGM for members only. 
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FILM NIGHTS 
Balmoral Room, Over-Seas House, 5pm  
Tickets for entry and refreshments £7.50 
 
Each month ROSL members can enjoy a screening of a 
clasic film in the comfort of the clubhouse. In 
exceptional cases the film may finish at 8pm.  
 

THE ENGLISH PATIENT 
Tuesday 9 February 
 

MARTY 
Tuesday 8 March 
 

FROM HERE TO ETERNITY 
Tuesday 12 April 

 
ALL THE KINGS MEN 
Tuesday 10 May 

 
CHARIOTS OF FIRE 
Tuesday 7 June 
 

A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS 
Tuesday 12 July 
 

THE HURT LOCKER 
Tuesday 13 September 

 
GANDHI 
Tuesday 11 October 
 

THE LAST EMPEROR 
Tuesday 8 November 

 
MUSIC@100 PRINCES STREET 
 
YEHUDI MENUHIN SCHOOL CONCERT 
Friday 12 February, 6.30pm 
Students from the Yehudi Menuhin School return for 
their annual ROSL concert. 
Members £10, Friends of ROSL ARTS £8, guests £12. 
Includes wine and canapes.  
 

 

 
 

ROYAL CONSERVATOIRE OF SCOTLAND 
SONG CLASS 
Saturday 16 April, 6.30pm 
Postgraduate singing students from the RCS present a 
soiree of lieder and melodies.  
Members £10, Friends of ROSL ARTS £8, guests £12. 
Includes wine and canapes 
 

BEST OF THE FEST 
Friday 20 May, 5pm; Saturday 21 May, 9am & 2pm; 

Sunday 22 May, 11am  
ROSL ARTS visits Edinburgh for its first ever Best of 
the Fest weekend. This three-day, four-concert 
bonanza features favourite repertoire, concert 
concepts, and performers from the award-winning 2015 
Fringe Festival concert series, and includes supper on 
Friday, breakfast on Saturday morning, afternoon tea 
on Saturday afternoon, and brunch on Sunday.  
Tickets: Friday £25 ; Saturday £10 ; Sunday £20 
Weekend pass £50. To book email RSVP@rosl.org.uk 
or call 0207 408 0214 ext 219 
 

EDINBURGH GALA OPERA EVENING 
Monday 13 June, 6.30pm 
Annual concert performed by students of the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland Opera School. Includes 
cocktail reception and two-course dinner with wine.  
Prices to be confirmed. 
 

QUEENS BIRTHDAY LUNCH  
Sunday 12 June 
We are planning a lunch-time event to celebrate HM 
The Queen's 90th birthday and to raise money for the 
Roderick Lakin Memorial fund. Details will be 
announced on the website and around the clubhouse 
when they have been confirmed. 
Prices to be confirmed. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

about any of the above events or to reserve tickets 

please contact the Reception team on 0131 225 

1501 or email reception@rosl-edinburgh.org 

 
NETWORKING DINNER 
Wednesday 24 February, 6pm, 
International banker and ROSL Central Council 
member Clive Carpenter gives a talk entitled 'Africa - a 
myriad of opportunities, a continent of superlatives' at a 
two-course networking dinner hosted by Connections 
Networking Group. All members welcome.  
Connections is a networking group in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow promoting networking between professional 
advisers and entrepreneurs.  
£30. Includes welcome drinks on arrival.  
For further details contact 
Kendra@connectionsnetworkinggroup.com 

 

mailto:RSVP@rosl.org.uk
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GLASGOW BRANCH  

Glasgow Branch meetings are usually held at the 
Western Club, 32 Royal Exchange Square, Glasgow at 
2pm unless otherwise stated. All members and their 
guests are welcome. For information about the branch, 
please call Bill Agnew on 0141 884 6342. 

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON – TRAVELS, 
HEALTH AND OTHER EPHEMERA  
Friday 5 February 
Talk by Dr Jon Cossar. Contact Bill Agnew on the 
number above if you wish to attend.  
£2 donation for refreshments.  
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Friday 13 May 
Members only.  
£2 donation for refreshments.  
 

ALTERATIONS TO 
CLUBHOUSE 
ENTRANCE 

The entrance hall reconstruction has started. 
From 1-5 February, it may be necessary for 
members to access the clubhouse via the Rose 
Street South Lane entrance to allow for work on 
the main entrance leading to Princes Street to 
take place. Members will be kept informed if 
these dates are changed.  

Members Lounge 
Comments Box 

The placement of the box in the members’ 
lounge has been delayed by the presence of the 
condolence book but will be present shortly. 
Members are asked to complete one of the 
forms placed there with their observations, 
comments and suggestions on the running of 
the Edinburgh clubhouse and branch. The 
completed form should be placed through the 
slot in the box. It will be emptied from time to 
time by the Branch Secretary. The Committee 
will then take any appropriate action arising 
from the comments.  

THE ROYAL OVER-SEAS LEAGUE 
For over 100 years the Royal Over-Seas League 

(ROSL) – a unique not-for-profit membership 

organisation – has encouraged international friendship 

and understanding though social, music, arts and 

humanitarian programmes. With reciprocal 

arrangements with over 80 clubs around the world and 

splendid clubhouses in prime locations in St James’s, 

London and Princes Street, Edinburgh, members can 

escape from the bustle of the city and meet friends and 

colleagues in a peaceful environment. 

If you have a friend or family member that would be 

interested in joining, please contact the Membership 

Department on +44 (0)20 7408 0214 ext 214/216, 

membership@rosl.org.uk or visit www.rosl.org.uk. 

 

Branch Chairman 

Mrs Mae Barr 

T 0131 334 3005 

Deputy Chairman / Branch Secretary 

Mr Tom Murison  

0131 337 6439 

Newsletter Editor 

Keith Stringer  

01796 472578 

Younger Members 

Mr Alex Lamley  

 

Committee Members 

Mr Graham Carnie, Mr Stuart Lynch, Mrs Helen 

McPherson, Mrs Majory Wilson, Mr David Withington 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

. 

Founder: Sir Evelyn Wrench, KCMG 

Patron: H.M. The Queen 

Vice-Patron: HRH Princess Alexandra, KG, GCVO 

 

London Clubhouse  

Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street,  

London, SW1A 1LR, England 

+44 (0)20 7408 0214, info@rosl.org.uk  

 

Edinburgh Clubhouse  

Over-Seas House, 100 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3AB, Scotland 

+44 (0)131 225 1501, reception@rosl-edinburgh.org 

 

www.rosl.org.uk 

 


