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Much to look forward to in 2015… 
I wish all our club Members a very 
Happy New Year! 2015 started off with 
gales, rain, sleet, snow and even a little 
sunshine. It is a true saying that in 
Scotland we can have four seasons in 
one which certainly happened over the 
festive period!  
    The branch committee have again 
arranged a full and varied programme for 
you, catering for all tastes. 
    ROSL member Robert Bertram was 
guest speaker, at the first Coffee 
Morning of the year, with a talk on 
”Scottish“ Prime Ministers, looking at the 
history of Scotland, which was much 
appreciated by all present. As I write, 
members will be looking forward with 
eager anticipation to the popular Annual 
Burns Supper. The former Bishop of 
Edinburgh, Brian Smith, presents the 
Immortal Memory, the Consul General of 
Ireland, Pat Bourne, gives the Toast to 
the Lassies and the Reply will be by the 
Consul General of the U.S.A., Zoja 
Bazarnic.  
    I would like to make a special mention 
of our Commonwealth Day Lunch in 
March. Our guest speaker will be the 
Director of the Royal Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo, Brigadier David Allfrey MBE. 
    In the past, ROSL has arranged a 
special dinner for our chosen charity. I 

am pleased to announce that the branch 
committee have agreed that this year’s 
charity will be the Personnel Recovery 
Centre, Edinburgh. This charity helps 
RAF, Navy and Army personnel from the 
UK and the Commowealth who are 
returning from war zones. More details 
relating to the dinner will be supplied at a 
later date. 
    May is a very busy month in the 
clubhouse as we look forward to a 
Coffee Morning, Members’ Dinner, Arts 
Lunch and Film Night. However, the 
most important date to note in your diary 
is the Annual General Meeting on 20 
May. 
    You may have noticed that the club 
has had to cut down on the number of 
Arts lunches and music events. This has 
been due to rising costs and poor 
attendance. I would urge you to support 
the programme and even bring along 
friends and family. Our Film Nights prove 
to be popular with the dates and films 
advertised on the notice boards. 
    I do feel that the club has a huge 
variety of events but your support is 
essential so do come along, bring a 
friend and support them. 

 

Mae Barr, Branch Chairman

From the  

CHAIRMAN 
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Letter from the 

Director-General 

May I wish all our Edinburgh members a very happy 
New Year? I hope that you are surviving this blast of 
icy weather? It is even a mite chilly in London! 
Hogmanay was, yet again, a great success, with a 
full clubhouse and much fun enjoyed by all those 
attending.   
 
I must first record our great sadness at the sudden 
illness of Valerie Adams, our long-serving 
receptionist, at the beginning of January. I am 
delighted that she is now making real progress but I 
would like to send her and her husband Colin, our 
best wishes and prayers for a speedy and full 
recovery. We hope to see you back in the ROSL 
family soon, Valerie. 
 
2015 will be a busy year. Sadly, Sir Anthony Figgis' 
time as Chairman is drawing to a close and he 
stands down at the AGM in London on 5 May 2015. 
We are planning a black tie dinner that evening to 
say a proper farewell and I hope that some of our 
Edinburgh members will be able to attend. Details 
are in the March edition of Overseas. 
 
We continue to plan improvements to the clubhouse 
on Princes Street. 2015 is the year we will re-model 
the Reception area to make it more accessible, 
friendly and welcoming. We also aspire to continue 
improving the fabric of the clubhouse so we hope 
you will notice improvements as they happen 
throughout the year.  
 
We also plan to make further steps to attract more 
Scottish members to our ranks and will be working 
with partner organisations in Scotland to try and do 
this. We will hold another New Members Reception, 
in coordination with the Edinburgh Committee, and 
we hope that this will continue to attract new blood. 
This is an area where everyone, members and staff, 
can help. We need to secure our numbers in 
Scotland, which have fallen of late, and so anything 
that you can do to bring in family members or friends 
is important to our future in Scotland. 
 
I look forward to seeing you during 2015. Please 
enjoy your membership, use the clubhouse as often 
as you can, and join with us in in making ROSL's 
presence felt in Edinburgh and Scotland.  
 
Roddy Porter,  Director-General 

 

 

 

Wishing you a Happy 

New  Year … 

… from all the management and staff at the 

Royal Over-Seas League, Edinburgh. 

Last year was a busy year for the club and 

at last all the major building work seems to 

be over. Phew! 

Christmas was an especially busy time, 

surpassing our expectations. The New Year 

celebrations got off to their usual loud bang. 

Again we were full and everyone enjoyed 

the night. Bedroom occupancy in December 

was very healthy but January, as usual, is a 

little quiet. 

This year we are planning to have the new 

Reception area up and running. This will be 

moved infront of the old lift. Work begins in 

early 2015. We are also planning to improve 

the roof access and plans have been 

drawn-up so building work should start early 

this year.  

The Film Club is still proving very popular 

and we are now showing more up-to-date 

movies as well as the usual classics.  

The team at O-S House are looking forward 

to the year ahead. And hope you’ll join us in 

giving a warm ROSL welcome to our 

newest recruits to the team.  

All the best for 2015 

Colin Anderson,  Assistant Manager 
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Above: Alex Lamley with SCG members 

Younger Members 

Since last summer, the Young Members in Scotland 
have been focusing on developing the inter-club scene 
established by the Scottish Clubs Group. On Saturday 
11 October the SCG convened for its first club crawl. 
Starting in Glasgow on the west coast of Scotland at 
the Glasgow Art Club, the group convened for a tour of 
the club and drinks. Before long it was time to move on 
and the group departed for the train to Edinburgh and 
ROSL.   
     Upon arrival at ROSL, SCG members and guests 
enjoyed drinks in the Balmoral Room before being 
called to dine in the Edinburgh Room.  The dinner 
provided a fantastic opportunity to meet and talk with 
other members and prospective members of the 
various clubs in attendance.  
    Soon after dinner the group were on the move to the 
Royal Scots Club where another round or two of drinks 
were hastily knocked back before departing for the last 
venue of the evening; the Scottish Arts Club. Members 
made themselves comfortable in the idyllic drawing 
room of the club with some embarking on a tour of the 
billiards room and art studio on the top floor whilst 
others played Scrabble with an interesting variation on 
the traditional rules. 
      On 29 November, the SCG held a black-tie 
Christmas Dinner at the Royal Scots Club. The evening 
was well attended by the constituent clubs and guests.  
After dinner the group retired to the bar where they met 
the Scottish Heraldry Society, also holding a black-tie 
dinner. It was quite the festive gathering!  
     The SCG now looks forward to an upcoming Murder 
Mystery Evening being organised by the Glasgow Art 
Club 21 February. Advance booking is required – 
contact +44 (0)141 248 5210.  
     For more information on YMs events in Scotland 
contact Alexander Lamley on alexjlamley@aol.com or 
enquire in the Clubhouse.  

 

 

 

 

ROSL ARTS @ 100 

Princes Street 

Popular groups making return visits to 100 
Princes Street during the first half 0f 2015 
are young musicians from the Yehudi 
Menuhin School on Friday 13 February also 
the song class and opera students from the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland on 
Wednesday 15 April and Monday 8 June 
respectively. The programme for our 15th 
annual Festival Fringe series (10-21 August 
inclusive) will be available in July. 
 
Exhibitions include prints textiles and 
paintings by Edinburgh based artist Hatti 
Patterson opening in May – dates to be 
confirmed.   
 
I look forward to welcoming members and 
their guests to events in the coming months.    

 

Roderick Lakin Director of ARTS 
 

 
 

Above: Quattro cello quartet – winners of the 

Pettman/ROSL ARTS Chamber Music Scholarship 

scholarship in New Zealand. The quartet will be 

appearing in the Edinburgh Festival Fringe Series. 

mailto:alexjlamley@aol.com
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In Pictures 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Above: 1. Dr Mihai Delcea, Romanian Consul, Graham 

Carnie, Mae Barr, Roddy Porter  
2. Roddy Porter, Daniel Campbell, David Burrell CEO 

Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce 
3. & 4. Christine de Luca speaker at the November Coffee 

Morning with club members 
5. Eric Graham speaking on RL Stevenson 
6. Mae Barr, Councillor Eric Milligan (former Lord Provost) 
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Above: A selection of shots from the New 

Member Reception which saw new and 

potential members meet the Edinburgh 

Committee and ROSL staff to find out all 

about the benefits of membership. 
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FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS 

MUSIC@100 Princes Street 
 

YEHUDI MENHUIN SCHOOL 
CONCERT 
Friday 13 February, 6.30pm  

Students from the Yehudi Menhuin School return to 

the Edinburgh clubhouse for their celebrated annual 

concert.  

£12, Friends of ROSL ARTS £10. Includes wine and 

canapes.  

ROYAL CONSERVATOIRE OF 
SCOTLAND SONG CLASS 
Wednesday 15 April, 6.30pm  

Postgraduate singing students from the 

Conservatoire of Scotland perform a dynamic 

programme for members.  

£12, Friends of ROSL ARTS £10. Includes wine 

GALA OPERA EVENING 
Monday 8 June, 6.30pm   

Annual concert by students of the Royal 

Conservatoire of Scotland Opera School.. 

£35 Includes cocktail reception and two course dinner 

with wine. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
COMMONWEALTH DAY LUNCH 
Monday 9 March, 12 noon  

Celebrate Commonwealth Day at ROSL with guest 

speaker Brigadier David Allfrey MBE, Director of the 

Edinburgh Military Tattoo.  

£20; Guests £25 includes two course lunch with wine 

and coffee  

CHARITY NIGHT 
Friday 10 April, 6.30pm for 7pm  

ROSL hosts a charity evening for the Personnel 

Recovery Centre, Edinburgh. Come together at the 

club to meet members and raise funds to help RAF, 

Navy and Army personnel as they return home from 

war zones. Full details of the evenings activities to 

be confirmed – look out for info on the club notice 

boards. 

Tickets £20. 

SCOTTISH MEMBERS DINNER 
Friday 1 May, 7pm for 7.30pm 

Enjoy a three course meal and a welcome drink with 

your fellow members. Speaker to be announced.  

£29 includes a three course dinner with wine & coffee. 

ARTS LUNCH 
Wednesday 13 May, 12 noon for 12.30pm 

Guest speaker Mr Seamus Power, former officer in 

the British South African Police, talking on 

counterinsurgency. 

£15 members, £20 guests. Includes two course lunch 

and coffee (wine not included) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Wednesday 20 May, 6pm for 6.30pm 

AGM to be followed by the Chairman’s 

Reception. 



 

 

 

 

Page 7 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 
Over-Seas House, Edinburgh,  

Coffee served from 10am, talk at 10.30am 

Tickets £3 payable on arrival 

JOHN RAMSAY – THE HISTORY OF 
GIBRALTAR 
Saturday 7 February 

REV PROFESSOR FRANK WHALING – THE 
GREATNESS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 
Saturday 7 March  

DR MITCHELL MANSON – BIKE BENGAL 
Saturday 2 May  

 

MR JAMES ROBERTSON – MUSIC THERAPY 
Saturday 6 June  

 

 
FILM NIGHTS 
Over-Seas House 

At 5pm 

Tickets £7.50 for coffee, popcorn and ice cream 

Each month ROSL members can enjoy a screening of a 

classic film in the comfort of the clubhouse.  

 

DIAL M FOR MURDER 

Thursday 19 February 
Hitchcock Classic with Grace Kelly. 
 
THE KING’S SPEECH 

Thursday 5 March  
Oscar winning drama starring Colin Firth and Helena 
Bonham Carter 
 
REAR WINDOW 
Tuesday 7 April 

Classic masterpiece from Hitchcock starring James 

Stewart, Grace Kelly and Thelma Ritter 

 

THE HELP 
Tuesday 12 May 

Oscar winning adaptation of a popular novel looking at 

the civil rights movement in America. 

 

AMELIE 
Tuesday 16 June 

Romantic comedy. French with English Subtitles 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

For information about events in the Edinburgh 

clubhouse and to  purchase tickets please contact 

reception@rosl-edinburgh.org or call 0131 225 1501 

 

 
TOURS AND TRIPS 
 

HIGHLAND TOUR 
Friday13 - Sunday 15 March 

A tour of the stunning Scottish highlands including 
stops at The Queen’s View, Pitlochry, the top of 
Cairngorm by funicular railway, Loch Ness, Culloden 
and Stirling Castle. Tour Guide Mr Willie Cameron, 
elected Highland Tourism Ambassador 
 
£295pp; single supplement £70. Includes 
accommodation on Friday and Saturday, breakfast and 
lunch, and travel around the Highlands by luxury coach. 
To book contact +44 (0)131 225 1501 or 
reception@rosl-edinburgh.org 

 

EASTER WEEKEND AT ROSL 
LONDON 
Over-Seas House, London, Friday 3 - Monday 6 April 2015 

Visit the London clubhouse and enjoy the museums 
and galleries during the holiday period, and our 
accommodation and catering offers for adults and 
family groups. ROSL will also be holding travel 
writing and photography workshops. Full event listing 
in Overseas Journal. 
To book contact Reservations for special rates: 
reservations@rosl.org.uk or 020 7408 0214 x217.  

 
SUMMER BALL  
Over-Seas House London, Saturday 27 June 2015  

Our Battle of Waterloo themed Summer Ball brings 
members together to enjoy an evening of fine dining, 
musical performance and quadrille dancing.  
 
£110; tickets with Saturday night accommodation 
£187.50pp (double), £220pp (single). Friday and 
Sunday accommodation also available at special rates. 
To book visit rosl.org.uk/events, email 
membersevents@rosl.org.uk or call +44 (0)20 7016 
6906.   

 

 

 

mailto:reception@rosl-edinburgh.org
mailto:reservations@rosl.org.uk
mailto:membersevents@rosl.org.uk
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BURGUNDY WINE TOUR 
23-27 September 2015 
 

ROSL’s third custom-made wine tour led by the 
Director-General includes a guided tour of Beaune 
and tastings galore. 
 
£899pp; single supplement £198. Includes luxury coach 
from London, 4 nights b&b, tours and tastings, two 
lunches, and two dinners with drinks.  
To book contact Grape Escapes: +44 (0)1763 273 373 
or jenna@grapeescapes.net.  

GLASGOW BRANCH  

All Glasgow meetings are held in Western Club, 32 
Royal Exchance Squre, Glasgow at 2pm unless 
otherwise stated. For information about the branch 
please call Bill Agnew on 0141 884 6342. 

ST ALOYSIUS CHURCH TALK 
The Western Club, Glasgow, Friday 6 March, 2pm 

 
Talk by Maeve McDonald about the church’s history 
and the community’s efforts to raise money to restore 
the organ.  
Free. 

 

GLASGOW BRANCH AGM 
The Western Club, Glasgow, Friday 15 May, 2pm 
 
It is expected that the Glasgow AGM will be held on 
Friday 15 May, 2pm at the Western Club. Call +44 
(0)141 884 6342 for confirmation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AHOY THERE! 

The Royal Yacht Britannia recently congratulated 

and thanked our clubhouse receptionist Lena for 

sending visitors to this top tourist attraction.  

     Many members and visitors to Over-Seas 

House are new to 

Edinburgh and will often 

ask Lena for advice and 

recommendations on 

‘must-sees’ in the city - 

the Royal Yacht 

Britannia always get a 

mention. In 2014 the 

yacht saw an influx of 

visitors from the ROSL 

clubhouse come aboard.  

 

THE ROYAL OVER-SEAS LEAGUE 
For over 100 years the Royal Over-Seas League 

(ROSL) – a unique not-for-profit membership 

organisation – has encouraged international friendship 

and understanding though social, music, arts and 

humanitarian programmes. With reciprocal 

arrangements with over 80 clubs around the world and 

splendid clubhouses in prime locations in St James’s, 

London and Princes Street, Edinburgh, members can 

escape from the bustle of the city and meet friends and 

colleagues in a peaceful environment. 

If you have a friend or family member that would be 

interested in joining, please contact the Membership 

Department on +44 (0)20 7408 0214 ext 214/216, 

membership@rosl.org.uk or visit www.rosl.org.uk. 

 

Royal Over-Seas League 

Founder: Sir Evelyn Wrench, KCMG 

Patron: H.M. The Queen 

Vice-Patron: HRH Princess Alexandra, KG, GCVO 

 

London Clubhouse  

Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street,  

London, SW1A 1LR, England 

+44 (0)20 7408 0214, info@rosl.org.uk  

 

Edinburgh Clubhouse  

Over-Seas House, 100 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3AB, Scotland 

+44 (0)131 225 1501, reception@rosl-edinburgh.org 

 

www.rosl.org.uk 

 

mailto:jenna@grapeescapes.net

