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From the Branch Chairman 
Dear Members and Friends, 
  
The Autumn colours have been 
glorious here in Edinburgh and 
throughout Scotland, and we 
watch the city’s preparations for 
Christmas and Hogmanay 
celebrations with anticipation. Our 
own preparations for Christmas 
includes planning for our popular 

Coffee Morning and Carol Singing on 8 December. (All 
events listed on page 4) 
  
Planning for the future was the theme for the well-
attended meeting on 3 October, led by our Director-
General, Dr Diana Owen. The meeting was an 
opportunity to discuss the situation with the sale of 100 
Princes Street. The meeting was attended by ROSL 
CFO Alexis Corzberg, Jamie Thain from 
Galbraith, Jane Ramsey from MBM Commercial and 
over 50 members. A summary of the meeting is 
featured on page 4. 
  
Some members decided to mount a petition in an 
attempt to save the Edinburgh clubhouse from being 
sold. This petition was submitted to Central Council 
when it met on 24 October, along with a suggestion that 
Council delay the sale and appeal, via the Overseas 
Journal, to our members throughout the 
Commonwealth for support. 

 

Central Council members considered the petition and 
discussed its contents and proposals. It was agreed 
that, as the petition had come in long after the decision 
had been made to sell the Edinburgh building, and 
there was little prospect of sufficient money being 
raised through a fundraising initiative, Council decided 
that the sale of the Edinburgh clubhouse would go 
ahead. 

As your Chairman, I share in the sadness we all feel at 
this decision. Although we can appreciate the 
economics necessitating it, the loss of this building to 
ROSL Scotland is keenly felt. I thank you all for your 
loyalty and for the huge support you, as members, have 
given to your Committee, always, but especially during 
this very difficult year.  
  
We now have to turn our attention to the future. 
Following the closure of the Glasgow Branch (October 
2018), the Edinburgh Branch has been renamed the 
Scottish Branch, to encompass members from across 
the country. We welcome to our Committee Mr William 
(Bill) Agnew, who was Chairman of the Glasgow 
Branch for many years. We appreciate his joining us - 
an asset to ROSL and to our Committee. We hope as 
the Scottish Branch to attract more members to the 
committee from outside of the Edinburgh area and we 
welcome ideas for events and activities as well.  
  
Our Autumn and Winter events are under way and we 
are secure at the Royal Scots Club until the end of the 
year. Members will be pleased to hear we have secured 
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the Waldorf Astoria – The Calendonian, as our new 
home from January. Read more below.  
  
We also take a moment to record the death of a former 
long-term member, journalist Albert Morris who died in 
Edinburgh on 7 August, aged 91. We remember his 
widow, Teresa. 
  
Wishing you Health as winter approaches. 
  
Warmest good wishes to you all, 
 

Helen MacPherson 
Branch Chairman 

 

Branch committee 
 

Scotland Branch Committee meetings were held on 15 
August 10 October at the RSC. The committee consists 
of: 

• Mrs Helen MacPherson, Branch Chairman, 
johnhelen@waitrose.com 

• Mr Stuart Lynch, Vice Chairman and 
Treasurer, stuart.1@hotmail.com 

• Mr Keith Stringer, Secretary and Newsletter 
Editor, kpitlochry@btinternet.com 

• Mr David Withington, 
david.withington@mail.com 

• Mr Alexander Lamley, Alexjlamley@aol.com 

• Mrs Wilma Berny Coffee Morning 
Administrator, willberny@btinternet.com 

• Mrs Sylvia Gray, sylviaf.gray@outlook.com 

Committee meetings discussed the programme of 
events, the D-G’s meeting of 3 October for which the 
notes are attached. 

Making sure we have the contact details of Younger 
Members, Edinburgh based and Scottish members is a 
constant problem. Make sure you have signed up to 
receive the latest branch news and emails from the 
Committee. You can do this by filling in the attached 
form. So far nearly 250 members have signed up to the 
Scottish Branch. Under the new GDPR laws if you 
haven’t opted in to receive emails from the branch, we 
can’t send them to you. So keep up to date on the latest 
news and events by signing up. 

Our Chairman reported that the flood of emails, 
telephone calls, and correspondence about the closure 
of 100 Princes Street continues unabated.  

At the 3 October meeting with the D-G concerns were 
expressed about the previous lack of communication 
concerning the closure of 100 Princes Street, a lively 
and informative discussion took place. Agreement with 
RSC was discussed without conclusion.  

The Vice Chairman had met the D-G in London and 
discussed alternative premises. Suggestions included 
the Merchants Hall and the Waldorf Astoria 
(Caledonian). 
 

Keith Stringer 
Editor 

New partnership at 

the Waldorf Astoria 
 

 
The Scottish Committee is delighted to announce that 
from 1 January branch events will be held at the 
Waldorf Astoria – The Caledonian. Built in 1903, this 
historic icon in the heart of Edinburgh’s Princes Street 
offers the largest number of rooms with views of 
Edinburgh Castle in the city as well as excellent dining 
and meeting spaces; a welcome return to Princes 
Street for many of our members. Our partnership with 
the Waldorf Astoria will begin in the new year with our 
monthly Saturday coffee mornings held in the Bar and 
lunches in the Brasserie. Members who wish to make 
regular use of the Brasserie & the Peacock Alley 
Lounge can do so, and will receive 10% discount on 
production of a valid membership card. Our 
Commonwealth Day lunch and AGM will be held in the 
Boardroom which has superb views of the Castle. For a 
full list of Scottish branch events please see page 4.  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
Royal Scots Club for their hospitality over the last year, 
they are still happy to accommodate members wishing 
to stay in 2019. 

 

Volunteers needed 
 

Do you enjoy organising events and have an eye for 
detail? If so, the Scottish committee is looking for 
someone to help with taking and organising bookings 
for their monthly coffee mornings, occasional lunches 
and events, such as the Commonwealth Day lunch. It 
would involve liason with the meeting venue. If you are 
able to help and would be interested in finding out 
more, please contact Helen Macpherson 07801 665721 
or Keith Stringer on 07770662427 by text, email or 
telephone. Co-option may commence imminently. 
  
Several of our committee are not able to renew their 
contributions after the May AGM. New committee 
members will therefore be needed to fill vacancies to 
take the active branch forward into the future. Register 
your interest at scotland@rosl.org.uk.  
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Recent events 
EDINBURGH FESTIVAL FRINGE 
Monday 6 – Friday 17 August 

The ROSL Music Recitals had another successful run 
at this year’s Edinburgh Fringe Festival at the RSC. A 
total of 30 concerts were played over the first two 
weeks of August. The young musicians were ROSL 
Music Award Winners from a variety of countries. Their 
virtuosity was a joy to listen to. We look forward to their 
return in 2019, which will be ROSL Music Recitals 20th 
year at the Edinburgh Fringe. 

 

COFFEE MORNING 
Saturday 1 September 

John Ramsay enlightened us on a 20th century legend, 
the Bermuda Triangle, “Fact but mostly fiction”. 
 

 

 

Chairman Helen MacPherson with John Ramsey 
 

ARTS LUNCH 
Wednewday 12 September 

The guest speaker was Cllr Donald Wilson, Convener 
for Culture and Communities and former Lord Provost 
of Edinburgh. He gave a very interesting and 
informative presentation on the various roles of the Lord 
Provost. He told us that the position of Lord Provost 
gives the post holder many opportunities to promote 
Edinburgh at home and abroad. Another aspect he 
emphasised is the promotion of charities and social 
inclusion. Cllr Wilson's personal dedication to these 
matters came across clearly as did the support of his 
wife, the former Lady Provost.  

 

PITLOCHRY FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Thursday 27 September 

16 Edinburgh Branch members enjoyed a visit to see 
the musical 'Chicago', travelling by a chartered coach to 
Pitlochry. On arrival we had lunch at the Port na Craig 
Restaurant, situated conveniently near the theatre. We 
then attended the matinee performance of what is a 
very dynamic show featuring jazz music and lively 
dancing. The story line involves murder and press and 
legal manipulation. It was entertaining and an 
education! 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
Saturday 6 October 

The speaker was Gordon Hughes on "A life in Theatre".  
What a pleasure to welcome Gordon Hughes, a life - 
long theatre enthusiast who has spent all waking hours 
devoted to many aspects of amateur theatricals, 
specialising in lighting and stage sets. His passion for 
the theatre shone through his presentation and 
enthused us all. 

Amusing anecdotes of poor casting and mishaps in 
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early productions inspired him to insist on realism and 
action! He took us through his experiences largely in St 
Andrews at the Byre theatre and Edinburgh at the 
Churchill Theatre amongst many others, in his student 
days and beyond. What a range of shows to have been 
involved in, from Charlie Brown via Gilbert and Sullivan 
to La Traviata! 

Thank you, Gordon, for such a professional 
presentation, with visuals demonstrating the importance 
of lighting – something we all take for granted! Good 
luck in your retirement – and continue to enjoy your role 
in the theatre. We are delighted to know that you are 
involved in productions here at the RSC during the 
Edinburgh Fringe and will be there to enjoy them. 

 

ARTS LUNCH 
Wednesday 10 October 

Pupils of St Mary’s Music School treated members to 
an excellent rectial. There were five musicians, two 
boys and three girls, from home and abroad. Most were 
16 years of age and one was 15.  

The composers included Bach, Stravinsky and Britten. 
The instruments played were cello, clarinet, saxophone, 
oboe, and accordian. The talented young musicians 
then joined members for lunch and conversdation. 
Overall, an excellent and enjoyable recital. 

 

Forthcoming events 
Coffee Mornings are on Saturdays. We gather at 
10am, speaker at 10.30am, may last until 11:30am.  
Lunches are at 12pm for 12.30pm. Tickets include 
coffee/tea. Prices vary. 
 
Coffee Morning and Carol Singing 

Saturday 8 December, 10.15am, Royal Scots Club 
Our annual singing of seasonal carols, led by the 
excellent chor of St Andrew’s and St George’s West 
Church. 
 
Coffee Morning 

Saturday 12 January 2019, 10.15am, The Caledonian 
Author Millie Gray will be speaker, who published her 
first novel four years ago, aged 75. 
 
Burns Night Supper 

Friday 18 January, 6.30pm, Royal Scots Club 
Traditional dinner with RSC members. Reverend Alec 
Shuttleworth is to deliver the Immortal Memory. He is 
the Church of Scotland Minister of the Ayrshire Parish 
of Tarbolton and Annbank, a parish in which Robert 
Burns lived and where he attended church.  
 
His love affair with the works of Burns goes back to his 
days growing up in Dumfriesshire with his close 
connection to the history and works of Burns. In 
addition to the Immortal Memory and toasts, we will 
also have musical entertainment to make it an evening 
to remember. Toast to the lassies and reply by the John 
and Liz Chalmers. Dress: Lounge Suit, something 

tartan. To book a place, contact Lauren in the office on 
0131 525 6157. 
 
Coffee Morning 

Saturday 2 February, 10.15am, The Caledonian 
With Hamish ‘Half-Goat’ Odinson of Half-Goat 
Leatherwork, Scottish Leathersmith, discussing Norse 
living history, historical replicas, bushcraft leatherwork. 
 
Arts Lunch 

Wednesday 13 February, 12pm, The Caledonian 
With speaker Anna Rathband, Filming Manager for the 
National Trust for Scotland. 
 
Coffee Morning 

Saturday 2 March, 10.15am, The Caledonian 
With speaker Yvonne Holton BA (Hons) FGA, DGA, 
FRSA. Dingwall Pursuivant of Arms, a current Scottish 
pursuivant of arms of the Court of the Lord Lyon, Also 
Herald Painter to the Court of the Lord Lyon. 
 
Commonwealth Lunch 

Monday 11 March, 12pm, the Caledonian 
Lord Abernethy will speak on his experience of 
Botswana. 
 

D-G’s meeting with 

Scottish members 
3 October 2018.  

59 members registered in attendance. 
  
Jamie Thain (Galbraith) and Jane Ramsay (MBM) 
provided an update on the progress of the sale of 100 
Princes Street which has been complicated by the part 
leasehold and part heritable (freehold) of the property. 
ROSL is now in a position to take the property to 
market.  
  
Permission to proceed with the sale would be sought 
from Central Council on 24 October (this was granted). 
  
Members’ asked questions about the possible buyers, 
and the valuation of the property.  
Jamie Thain suggested that buyers would seek a 
change in use; and that previous valuations were based 
on hospitality use but developers were likely to be 
interested in the property. The market is growing in 
serviced apartments.  
  
Members asked if there was any possibility that a 
potential buyer might be willing to retain part of 100 
Princes Street for use as a clubhouse? 
Jamie Thain explained that they do not know what will 
be offered by potential buyers of the property.  
  
Alexis Corzberg ROSL CFO provided an overview on 
the financial position of ROSL, and the investment in 
the Edinburgh clubhouse over the last 10 years.  
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Dr Diana Owen, ROSL D-G discussed the work that 
had been undertaken with the Committee to find 
alternative meeting places for branch members, a 
number of venues are being considered including:  
Waldorf Astoria and Merchants Hall. The RSC would be 
the venue for the 2019 Edinburgh Festival Fringe 
programme.  
  
Members asked about the Roderick Lakin fund. It was 
confirmed that decisions are being made about the use 
of the fund with Director of ROSL ARTS – Geoff Parkin 
and Roderick’s widow.  
  
Keith Stringer, Edinburgh Branch Secretary – Reported 
that he now has a list of 685 Scottish members, about 
80 of whom are currently suspended for non-payment 
of fees and about 150 how have agreed under the data 
protection regulations to be kept informed by him of 
events here. It is imperative that members agree to 
receive information from the branch if they wish to be 
kept up to date. This is a major step forward for the 
Scottish Branch of ROSL.  
 

Petition 
Following the meeting, a number of concerned 
members formulated over the next days “a petition to 
reconsider the sale of Over-Seas House, Edinburgh 
and support a fundraising appeal” 
 
It was presented to the Chairman and Central Council 
at their meeting on 24 October. This focused on the 
importance of the building not only to Edinburgh 
members but as a “home from home” for those from 
overseas, and the significance of its position within a 
World Heritage Site in a vibrant capital city that attracts 
visitors from far and wide.  
 
It was requested that the plans to put the building on 
the market were delayed pending an international 
fundraising appeal. 
 
Sadly, but not unexpectedly, the petition was 
unsuccessful. The petition organisers express many 
thanks to our Chairman Helen Macpherson, for 
presenting it to the Central Council on their behalf, and 
to all members who supported this 11th hour attempt 
with such kind words of encouragement. It is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Royal Over-Seas League 

Founder: Sir Evelyn Wrench, KCMG 

Patron: H.M. The Queen 

Vice-Patron: HRH Princess Alexandra, KG, GCVO 

 

London Clubhouse  

Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street,  

London, SW1A 1LR, England 

+44 (0)207408 0214, info@rosl.org.uk  

 

www.rosl.org.uk 


