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The latest news and events from the Royal Over-Seas League, Edinburgh. 
  

 

From the Branch Chairman 
Dear Members and Friends, 

It is a beautiful Autumn day as I write to 

you, but it is with sadness that I share with 

you the deaths of three devoted members 

of ROSL - Dr John Forrester, Mr Bill 

Chalmers (a former Chairman of ROSL 

Edinburgh), and Mr Ian Barbour (former 

Librarian of ROSL Edinburgh). They will all 

be widely missed and we extend our 

sympathies and support to their families as 

they come to terms with losing their loved 

ones. Tributes appear elsewhere in the 

Newsletter. 

Recently we bade farewell to our former 

Director-General, Maj-Gen Roddy Porter 

and now we welcome his successor, Dr 

Diana Owen, who will take up her post on 

Monday 4 December. Dr Owen has 

extensive experience in the not-for-profit 

sector, having worked with the National 

Trust, and for the past ten years been 

Chief Executive of the Shakespeare 

Birthplace Trust in Stratford-on-Avon. We 

look forward to welcoming Dr Owen to our 

Edinburgh clubhouse soon. 

During the summer break your committee 

have been busy putting together an 

interesting programme of speakers for our 

forthcoming events and look forward to 

meeting up with you all as and when you 

are able to attend. Detailed list elsewhere 

in the Newsletter. 

Our two outside visits this year have been 

greatly enjoyed by all who attended them. 

We plan to repeat both next year. Mr and 

Mrs David Osman have kindly repeated 

their invitation for us to share lunch at their 

home in the Borders in April 2018 and later 

in the season we plan another trip to 

Pitlochry Festival Theatre. Details to follow.  

With warm regards to you all, 

Helen MacPherson, Branch Chairman

From the  

CHAIRMAN 
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WILLIAM CHALMERS 
1929-2017 

Chairman ROSL Edinburgh 2010-2013 
Born 2 February 1929 
Died 14 September 2017, Edinburgh 
 
Bill was born and lived much of his early life in South 
Shields, leaving school at 16 to become an Apprentice 
Engineer in Smith’s Docks. He spent most of his 
National Service with the Royal Engineers in Kenya, 
dividing his time between working on the Groundnut 
Scheme and playing rugby. 
 
After returning home, he finished his apprenticeship 
and then studied at the Marine School. He got his Chief 
Engineer’s ticket and first sailed as a Chief Engineer at 
the age of 26. 
 
During this time, he met Maureen and they were 
married in 1952. Maureen often sailed with Bill and 
amongst their many adventures was being caught up in 
the Suez Crisis. 
 
He finally came ashore in 1967, becoming a Marine 
Superintendent with Manchester Liners, with whom he 
had been sailing for some years. This prompted the 
whole family to move to Manchester. After a brief spell 
as MD of Turnbull Marine, Bill got another 
Superintendent job for Ranger Fishing and moved back 
to South Shields. It wasn’t long before they were off 
again to Glasgow, where Bill had got another 
Superintendent post, this time at Harrisons Clyde, who 
were ship-owners and managers. He travelled 

extensively and spent some considerable time in the 
Far East, including a year in Korea. He worked for 
Harrison’s until he retired in 1989. 
 
For the next few years he concentrated on his golf and 
was Captain and then Secretary of Bearsden Golf Club. 
He also began his long involvement with Probus. 
Bill and Maureen moved to Edinburgh in 1998 and soon 
joined ROSL. Bill served on the committee for many 
years, eventually becoming Chair in 2010 and was 
Chair during the centenary celebrations. 
 
Bill died peacefully at home after a long illness and is 
much missed by his wife Maureen and daughter 
Adrienne. 
 

 
Dr John McColl 

Forrester 1923-2017 
 
 
Born 15 February 1923 
Died 26 May 2017 

John joined ROSL in 1997and was an enthusiastic 
member for 20 years. After his wife died in 2008 it 
became a second home where he was welcomed with 
great warmth by the staff, as all the family still are.  
 
When his house was full he arranged for people to stay, 
and he greatly enjoyed the company of family, friends 
and fellow members. Many of us recall with pleasure 
the gatherings he attended or hosted st the clubhouse: 
the musical events and Festival concerts, countless 
delicious meals, Christmas celebrations, birthday 
parties and Hogmanay festivities (climbing on to the 
roof to watch the fireworks from the castle was a 
special thrill, only offered to those strong enough after a 
five-course meal!). He also gave talks (such as to the 
Saltire Society about Cardano’s visit in 1553 to the 
Archbishop of St Andrew’s, John Hamilton). 
 
He graduated in Classics from St Andrew’s in 1942, 
aged 18, before studying medicine at Oxford, after his 
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war service. He then spent seven years as a much-
loved GP in England. He moved to Edinburgh Medical 
School in 1963 to research and lecture in physiology.  
He published prolifically, including studies of 
Hippocrates and Galen, the properties of smooth 
muscle and sleep patterns, the ‘rete mirabile’ (involving 
animal dissections at the Veterinary School), and 
studies of fire-walking in Greece. 
 
He became a Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine 
and moved to medical administration at the Scottish 
Department of Home & Health in 1978. After retiring in 
1988 he continued editing their journals in a “splendid 
retirement job” for five years. 
 
He later served as President of the Scottish Society of 
the History of Medicine and immersed himself in 
medical history, writing papers and publishing 
translations including the Latin manuscripts of Jean 
Fernel. His 1,000-page magnum opus was published in 
2014: Girolamo Cardano’s De Subtilate, which he 
translated largely single-handedly during his eighties. 
 
He enjoyed a very active retirement with vigour and 
humour. He was gifted with intellectual curiosity across 
sciences, arts, languages and classics – a true 
polymath and ‘renaissance man’. He shared his 
interests and love of learning widely and with loving 
generosity, constantly making new friends to enjoy 
activities with. 
 
He was a very fine modest principled man with a deep 
faith who faced death with dignity and kept his very 
witty sense of humour to the end. 
 

We thank Adrienne Chalmers and Alison Forrester 
for information contained in the above obituaries. 

CLUBHOUSE NEWS 

All events in the Edinburgh 
clubhouse are now being 
managed on ‘Eventbrite’, which 
should result in greater 
efficiency. Booking for events 
can still be done at the 
reception desk or by phone but 
payment must be made at the 
time of the booking. December 
demand is high, therefore any 
member wanting a table should 
make a reservation. 

 
There have been problems with one or two members 
remaining in the Members’ Room until well after 
midnight, so it has been agreed that the room should be 
closed and locked at 11pm. To attract passers-by a 
publicity board will be placed outside the door of the 
clubhouse on the day of a Coffee Morning. 
 
Johanne Falconer, General Manager 

Branch Committee 
 
Committee meetings were held on Monday 4 
September and Tuesday 24 October. They received 
reports from our Chairman and the House 
management. 
 
The Scottish Members visit to London for next year has 
been confirmed as the weekend 27 – 30 July 2018. The 
Central Council Meeting, which was to have taken 
place in Edinburgh in November, has been cancelled. 
The committee discussed and sought speakers for our 
programme of events well into next year and have set 
event types and dates to May 2019. This will make it 
easier for our diaries. Events are advertised in this 
Newsletter, on the ROSL website, in the monthly 
eNewsletter and in notices placed in the clubhouse. 
Committee members put forward lists of possible 
speakers and these were slotted into available 
suggested dates. The Chairman is in the process of 
contacting them and trying to place them into available 
events. 
 
The ROSL Dress Code (available at 
www.rosl.org.uk/rules) was discussed. It was agreed 
that in Edinburgh there would be three Black Tie events 
during the year:  
 

 The Burns Supper 

 The Scottish Members’ Dinner 

 The St Andrew’s Night Dinner  

 
For Lunch or Dinner Events in the Dining Room a jacket 
would be expected although a tie was not necessary.  
 
Please make payment when booking places at 
functions. This is to reduce the incidence of people not 
turning up. There are to be improvements in publicity.  
 
We again appeal for you, if not already done, to send 
an email to our Secretary, Tom Murison 
(tamurison@hotmail.com), so that he can remind you of 
events. The address will only be used for that purpose.  
Your committee continues to welcome the return of 
questionnaires available in the Members’ Lounge. 
 
 
Committee Members 2017 
Mrs Helen MacPherson, Branch Chairman 
Mr Stuart Lynch, Deputy Chairman 
Mr Tom Murison, Branch Secretary 
Mr Alex Lamley, Younger Members 
Mrs Wilma Bernie, Coffee Morning Administrator  
Keith Stringer, Newsletter Editor 
Mr David Withington, Librarian 
Mrs Hazel Norbury   
Mr Alexander Merton 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rosl.org.uk/rules
mailto:tamurison@hotmail.com
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CLUB RULES 

An outline of the ROSL Club rules are available at  
https://www.rosl.org.uk/rules which includes a link to the 
details. 

Edinburgh Branch rules were approved at the annual 
general meeting in 2016. A copy has been placed in the 
Members’ Lounge, please do not remove it. 
 

Improvements to 

the clubhouse 
 
The Central Council of ROSL is in the process of 
surveying the clubhouse and planning improvements. 
The committee would request suggestions from 
members for forwarding to the council. 

MEMBERS’ LOUNGE 

There is a box for members’ feedback in the Members’ 
Drawing Room. Members are asked to complete one of 
the forms placed there with their observations, 
comments and suggestions on the running of the 
Edinburgh clubhouse and branch. The completed form 
should be placed through the slot in the box. 
 
The Branch Secretary empties it from time to time. The 
Committee and Management will then take any 
appropriate action arising from the comments. 
 
There is a good range of books for you to 
choose from in our clubhouse library. When you return 
books, please place them in the basket provided and 
not back on the shelves yourself. It makes it easier to 
ensure everything is in the correct place. 
 

Younger Members 
 
Please introduce your relatives and friends, particularly 
younger ones, to ROSL and invite them to join.  
The central location in Edinburgh, a clubhouse in 
London and links to reciprocal clubs around the world, 
ROSL membership is attractive to all ages.  
 
Membership for those aged 17-30 is reduced. Contact 
the Membership Team by email on 
membership@rosl.org.uk or telephone 020 7408 0214 
ext. 214 or 216. 
 
 
 

REVIEW OF RECENT 
EVENTS 

COFFEE MORNING: ROBERT 
BRECHIN 
Saturday 2 September 

A coffee morning to remember from a splendid 
raconteur. His tales of his early days as a vet, the cat 
the lady said could NOT be pregnant (as she lived with 
her brother), his days as a vet at the Royal Highland 
Show (now we all know how to rescue a giraffe stuck 
down a hole), his scary instruments and samples of 
what animals swallow. The laughter, I am sure, could 
be heard in Princes Street; yet another great morning. 
 

ARTS LUNCH: ELLIE UPDALE 
Wednesday 13 September  

 
 
Eleanor Updale studied history at St Anne's College, 
Oxford, England, before becoming a producer of 
television and radio current affairs programmes for the 
BBC. She is a trustee of the charity Listening Books. 
Montmorency was her first book, quickly followed by 
three sequels. The talk was interesting for so many 
reasons, the inside story of life as a BBC producer, life 
as an author of bestsellers, a daughter, wife of a well-
known man and mother. The tribute she gave to the 
contribution that her inspiring school teachers made to 
a girl from a working-class home that enabled her to go 
on to further education and become such a witty 
interesting speaker to Edinburgh ROSL lunch. 
 
Alas the one o’clock gun reminded her that she had 
come to the end of her superb visit. Just so hope she 
can be persuaded to become a member! 
 

https://www.rosl.org.uk/rules
mailto:membership@rosl.org.uk
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PITLOCHRY FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Thursday 28 September 

18 members visited the Pitlochry Festival Theatre on 
Thursday 28 September for lunch and to see the 
2:00pm production of High Society. The performance 
was of the usual high standard of this company. It 
would not be out of place in the West End. They have 
two more productions this year which will be well worth 
seeing; Monarch of the Glen and Singin’ in the Rain. 
 

 
COFFEE MORNING: JIM MOIR 
Saturday 7 October 

Jim Moir gave a fascinating presentation on bird 
photography. He showed us beautiful photographs of 
many different birds from the smallest to the Golden 
Eagle. Jim's photographs were taken in several parts 
of Scotland ranging from his back garden to the Bass 
Rock. Jim then answered several questions 
regarding technique and location. It was a most 
enjoyable presentation. 
 

ARTS LUNCH: ST MARY’S MUSIC 
SCHOOL 
Wednesday 11 October 

This truly great collection of musicians gave us an 
enchanted afternoon of Mozart, Ravel, and Gombert, 
along with Le Petit Chien, Neapolitan song and 
Scottish traditional folksongs. What a feast on a 
dreich Edinburgh day in Princes Street. The young 
people joined us for lunch and what an interesting 
group they were, as were their tutors. They 
expressed a wish that ROSL would support them in 
their aim to move to the Old Royal High School. 
Sadly only 23 ROSL members had the privilege to 
see such talent from the names of the future. 

 

A FRESH LOOK AT LITTLE SPARTA 
Wednesday 18 October 

Little Sparta is Ian Hamilton Finlay’s greatest work of art 

and was named one of the ‘top 10 masterpieces of 

Scottish art’ by the Guardian in 2014. Professor Andrew 

Patrizio discussed this hugely significant Scottish 

artwork in a contemporary context as his 2016-17 

project has explored the fusion of different art forms 

through the work of selected, practising artists. The 

project hosted six resident artists at Little Sparta, 

creating a new discussion around the 1966 garden. The 

work of poets Peter Manson, Tom Clark and Jerry 

Loose, sound artist Martin Parker and visual artists 

Sarah Rose and Sarah Tripp has brought a new 

perspective to the work of Ian Hamilton Finlay, his ideas 

and the of 275 individual pieces that merge to make 

Little Sparta. 

 
NEW MEMBERS’ RECEPTION 
Thursday 2 November 

The new members reception started with a drinks 
reception and was officially opened by our Chairman Sir 
David Brewer. Sir David warmly welcomed everyone to 
Scotland and gave his personal thanks to the team who 
had worked tirelessly to pull off the evening. Amongst 
those his biggest thanks went to Helen MacPherson, 
the chairman of the Edinburgh branch, and her team, 
who continue to put on an exemplary programme of 
monthly Art Lunches and Coffee Mornings. 

Sir David then went on to give some well-deserved 
praise to our ROSL ARTS team who recently put on a 
stunning array of concerts as part of the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe at the Edinburgh clubhouse. In order to 
demonstrate to our new members, and those who were 
thinking of joining us, we had the pleasure of inviting 

Tom Poulson trumpet, to perform for us. Tom won this 

year’s Philip Jones’ memorial prize for outstanding 
brass player. 

Forthcoming events 
Lunches are at Over-Seas House, Edinburgh. 12pm 
for 12.30pm. Tickets prices £18 or £24 for guests, 
otherwise will be on notices in the clubhouse and 
intimated in a telephone call when enquiring. 
 
Coffee Mornings are on Saturdays. We gather at 
Over-Seas House, Edinburgh after 10.15am, speaker at 
10.30am, may last until 11:30am. £5. 
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ST ANDREW’S NIGHT DINNER 
Friday 1 December, 7pm, Over-Seas House, Edinburgh 

Joined by Lord Hope of Craighead, retired judge and 
former Deputy President of the Supremem Court, enjoy 
a drinks reception and three-course dinner with wine 
and tea or coffee. 
£30. £35 guests. Black tie. 
 

COFFEE MORNING AND CAROLS  
Saturday 9 December, 10.15am, Over-Seas House, 

Edinburgh 

Coffee will be followed at 11am by mulled wine and 
carol singing with the St Andrew and St George choir. 
£10. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 
Monday 25 December, 12pm, Over-Seas House, Edinburgh 

Celebrate Christmas at your home-away-from-home 
with our traditional three-course lunch, including festive 
canapés and bubbly on arrival, with coffee, mince pies 
afterwards. There will be a visit from Father Christmas 
with gifts for all the family and an opportunity to watch 
the Queen’s speech while you relax with a coffee. 
£65. 
 

HOGMANAY DINNER AND DANCE 
Sunday 31 December, 6.30pm, Over-Seas House, Edinburgh 

Watch the fireworks from the finest viewpoint in 
Edinburgh, including a glass of champagne on arrival, 
five-course meal, half a bottle of wine per person and a 
glass of champagne to see in the New Year. Plus, 
access to the roof terrace to watch the fireworks. 
£125. Black tie. 

GLASGOW EVENTS  

Glasgow Branch meetings are usually held at the 
Western Club, 32 Royal Exchange Square, Glasgow at 
2pm. All members and their guests are welcome. For 
information about the branch and its meetings, please 
call Chairman Bill Agnew on 0141 884 6342. 
 
 

2018 Diary Dates 

 

Coffee Morning, Sat 13 Jan, 10:15 am 

Speaker Cliff Hague, Chairman, Cockburn Association 

Burns Night, Sat 27 Jan, 6:30 pm 
Speaker tba 

Coffee Morning, Sat 03 Feb, 10:15 am 
Speaker Hamish Coghill 

Arts Lunch, Wed 14 Feb, 12:00 pm 
Speaker Susan Wilson, American Consulate in 
Edinburgh 

Coffee Morning, Sat 03 Mar, 10:15 am 
Speaker author Millie Gray 

Commonwealth Day Lunch, Mon 12 Mar, 12.30 pm 

Coffee Morning, Sat 07 Apr, 10:15 am 

Arts Lunch, Wed 25 Apr, 12:00 pm 

Coffee Morning, Sat 05 May, 10:15 am 

Arts Lunch, Wed 09 May, 12:00 pm 

Annual General Meeting, Wed 16 May, 3:00 pm 

Gala Opera Evening, Wed 23 May, 6:30 pm 

Coffee Morning, Sat 02 Jun, 10:15 am 

Scottish members’ dinner, Fri 22 Jun, 6:30 pm 

Scottish members visit to the London clubhouse, 
Fri 27 Jul 

Music @ 100 Princes Street, Mon 06 to Fri 19 Aug 

Fireworks concert with optional dinner or buffet, 
Mon 27 Aug, 6:30 pm 

Coffee Morning, Sat 01 Sep, 10:15 am 

Arts Lunch, Wed 12 Sep, 12:00 pm 

Pitlochry Festival Theatre, Thu 27 Sep, 2:00 pm 

Coffee Morning, Sat 06 Oct, 10:15 am 

Arts Lunch, Wed 10 Oct, 12:00 pm 

New Members’ Reception, Wed 24 Oct, 6:30 pm 

Coffee Morning, Sat 03 Nov, 10:15 am 

Arts Lunch, Wed 14 No, 12:00 pm 

St Andrew's Night Dinner, Fri 30 Nov, 7:00 pm 

Coffee Morning and Carol singing, Sat 08 Dec, 10:15 
am 

Christmas Day Lunch, Tue 25 Dec, 12:00 pm 

 

 

Royal Over-Seas League 

Founder: Sir Evelyn Wrench, KCMG 

Patron: H.M. The Queen 

Vice-Patron: HRH Princess Alexandra, KG, GCVO 

 

London Clubhouse  

Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street,  

London, SW1A 1LR, England 

+44 (0)20 7408 0214, info@rosl.org.uk  

 

Edinburgh Clubhouse  

Over-Seas House, 100 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3AB, Scotland 

+44 (0)131 225 1501, reception@rosl-edinburgh.org 

 

www.rosl.org.uk 

 

mailto:reception@rosl-edinburgh.org

