
    

 Residential Piano Course

 Wednesday 20 -  Sunday 24 January 2021 
 



A week of piano, music 
and friends 
Welcome to the Royal Over-Seas 
League’s first residential piano 
course, aimed at pianists of all 
levels and abilities! 

This is a chance to return to the 
piano, whether you’ve nurtured a 
love for it over the years, or you 
have recently taken up lessons, in 
a relaxed and friendly atmosphere, 
with inspirational tutors, and in an 
inspirational venue. Whether you 
are looking to brush up on your 
technique, troubleshoot difficult 
passages in your pieces, learn to 
overcome stage-fright, explore 
new repertoire, enjoy playing 
duets and two-piano pieces, or 
simply meet like-minded amateur 
pianists, international concert 

pianists and ROSL Annual Music 
Competition winners Ashley Fripp 
and Florian Mitrea will be there 
to guide you through a five day 
programme filled with workshops, 
masterclasses, one-to-one tuition, 
screenings of rare films, and of 
course, concerts.

Overall, the course offers access 
to 18 hours of piano masterclasses 
and six hours of workshops and 
demonstrations. 
You will receive three hours of 
individual tuition, divided into two 
hours of masterclass-type tuition, 
and a one hour private, one-to-
one lesson. More importantly, 
you will be completely immersed 
in a piano-lover’s heaven, which 
will give you the opportunity to 
ask questions, exchange ideas, 
and ultimately be inspired in your 
passion for music and the piano. 



Inspirational Tutors

Ashley Fripp

Ashley Fripp’s playing was once praised by 
the New York Times as being ‘disarmingly 
precocious’. He is an internationally sought-
after pianist, and performs regularly in some of 
the world’s most renowned venues, including 
the Musikverein in Vienna and Wigmore Hall 
in London. His list of distinctions includes 
awards at the Leeds Competition and the 
coveted Gold Medal from the Guildhall School 
of Music and Drama. Ashley was appointed 

a ‘Rising Star’ by the European Concert Hall Organisation, and performs 
regularly at international festivals such as Edinburgh, Oxford and Pontino in 
Italy. He has partnered some of today’s most famous conductors, including 
Semyon Bychkov and Vasily Petrenko. He is a student of the legendary Eliso 
Virsaladze, and is also pursuing his doctoral studies at the Guildhall School.

Florian Mitrea 

Described by Martha Argerich as ‘an 
outstanding young pianist’, Florian Mitrea 
was a double-laureate at the Hamamatsu and 
ARD International Piano Competitions. He 
performs internationally, from the Carnegie Hall 
in New York to the Bunka Kaikan Hall in Tokyo.  
Having graduated from the Royal Academy of 
Music with the highest distinction, Florian is 
an experienced soloist, both as a recitalist all 
over Europe, and as a soloist with world-class 

orchestras, including the Royal Scottish National Orchestra, the Philharmonia, 
and the Elbland Philharmonie in Germany. Florian is a student of Boris 
Petrushansky, Neuhaus’s last disciple. Florian also currently holds teaching 
positions at the Royal Academy of Music in London and the Purcell School 
for Young Musicians, has been the piano tutor at the Dartington International 
Summer School for the past six years, and has just been appointed a tutor at 
the Finchcocks Centre for Pianists.



Perform on world-class, 
top-condition Steinway 
grand pianos.
The beautiful Princess Alexandra 
Hall is home to an incredible 
pair of Steinway pianos. The 
model D grand, ROSL’s flagship 
piano, has been used in performances by some of the world’s greatest 
pianists, and it will be yours to enjoy for the week. Our model B 
Steinway grand will be at the side of the larger piano, meaning tuition 
will be made completely Covid-secure, but also, there will be the 
chance to try out piano duets and two-piano repertoire.

Be hosted by a 
prestigious London 
club, with a unique 
history
This is a rare opportunity to 
stay in the world-famous Grade 
one listed, Over-Seas House, 
right in the heart of St James’s, 
London. Usually available only 
to its members, the ROSL 
Clubhouse is opening its doors 
to piano lovers for the very first 
time. Not only does it provide 
luxury accommodation and 
high-class dining, but also 
you will be invited to discover 
its remarkable history. ROSL 
is a club like no other, with a 
long and distinguished history 
of international education 
projects, and supporting 



the arts and culture, making a 
real difference in the careers of 
countless musicians. Your stay will 
include a tour through the house, 
and an exciting presentation of the 
incredible work ROSL is doing at 
home, and abroad.

Explore the heart of 
London
The course will also include a 
guided tour of St James’s, a 
fascinating area of London where 
you will be spending your stay 
at ROSL. The residential area 
of the British aristocracy in the 
17th Century, St James’s has a 
tumultuous history, which starts 
with a hospital in the 1100s, and 
culminates with some of the 
most diverse art galleries in the 
country, catering for all tastes and 
interests. Join the tour, or enjoy 
refreshing walks through St James’s 
wonderful, world-famous parks!



Personal Practice
For anyone wishing to try out new 
techniques learnt during the course 
or if you want to prepare for your 
next lesson or masterclass, we can 
arrange practice sessions, locally 
at great rates. Possible venues 
include Steinway Hall, a 15-minute 
walk away from the Over-Seas 
House or Jacques Samuel Pianos.

Covid-19 Secure
We are committed to providing 
a safe environment for all at our 
beautiful clubhouse in central 
London, and to continue to put 
our team, members and guests at 
the forefront of everything we do. 
Our focus is on keeping everyone 
inside the clubhouse safe, while 
retaining the home away from 
home feel. 

We have in place robust control 
measures to minimise the risk to 
our team, members, guests and 
visitors including:
• Access to hand sanitiser 

and appropriate PPE will be 
provided throughout the 
clubhouse.

• Screens will be placed 
in locations where social 
distancing cannot be 
maintained such as the 
reception desk and between 
tables.

• Furniture will be arranged with 
social distancing in mind.

• Signs will be placed around the 
club, particularly in confined 
spaces such as lifts and 
corridors to ensure appropriate 
distancing is maintained.

• All public areas will undergo 
more frequent cleaning.

• Bedrooms will all be deep 
cleaned after each visit and 
then left unused for three days 
before the next guest arrives.

• All team members have 
received covid-relevant 
training.

Our Princess Alexandra Hall is large 
enough to allow plenty of room for 
social distancing and ventilation 
while enjoying our piano course. 
Pianos will be cleaned in between 
each performer. 

Breakfasts will be served each 
morning in the bedrooms and 
dinner can be served in your 
bedroom if you wish. For dinner in 
the Brabourne Room guests will be 
socially distanced throughout the 
restaurant. 



Provisional Timetable
Tuesday 19 January
• Afternoon arrival
• Champagne and welcome concert 

given by Ashley Fripp and Florian 
Mitrea, followed by dinner.

Wednesday 20 January
• Breakfast
• Workshop one - Florian Mitrea 

followed by a Masterclass with 
Ashley Fripp

• Light lunch
• Masterclass – Florian Mitrea
• Break
• Workshop two – Ashley Fripp
• Dinner

Thursday 21 January
• Breakfast
• Workshop three – Ashley Fripp 

followed by Masterclass with 
Florian Mitrea

• Light lunch
• Masterclass – Ashley Fripp
• Break
• Workshop four – Florian Mitrea
• Dinner

Friday 22 January
• Breakfast 
• Morning walking guided tour of 

St. James’s
• Free 30-minute slots to practice 

and/or rehearse on the ROSL 
Steinways, in the Princess 
Alexandra Concert Hall

• Light lunch
• Free 30-minute slots to practice 

and/or rehearse on the ROSL 
Steinway, in the Princess Alexandra 
Concert Hall

• Break
• Two-pianos/Piano duet masterclass 
• ROSL Tour/Introduction
• Dinner

Saturday 23 January
• Breakfast
• One-to-one lessons Florian
• One-to-one lessons Ashley
• Light lunch
• Masterclass Florian
• Masterclass Ashley
• Champagne and film screening
• Dinner 

Sunday 24 January
• Breakfast 
• One-to-one lessons Florian 
• One-to-one lessons Ashley
• Light lunch
• Participants’ concert
• Afternoon departure. 

 
*Tea and coffee will be available 
throughout the sessions and 
breaks. 
*Dinner will be two courses served 
with wine



 How to book 
Course Fees £1,200, which include 5 nights accommodation in superior room, full 
board, course workshops and tuition. 

To book a place on the ROSL Residential Piano Course either email 
roslarts@rosl.org.uk or phone +44(0) 207 016 6917.

You will be sent an email with a payment link for £1,200 to secure your booking. 
Once payment is completed you will receive an email with confirmation of your 
course and room booking at ROSL along with further details of how to find us.

If you wish to have your partner stay with you during the course period please ask 
for rates upon application.

Cancellation 

• Your place on the course can be cancelled up to 30 days before the start of 
the course and your course fee will be refunded, less a £50 admin charge.

• If you need to cancel within 30 days before the start of the course we will 
attempt to resell your place in the first instance, and if we can then you will 
be refunded the full amount less a £50 admin charge. If we are unable to 
resell the place the full amount will still be owed.

Cancellation for Covid 

• If you become unable to attend for Covid reasons we will refund 50% of the 
course fee and will send a private link for you to view a live-stream of all the 
workshop and masterclass sessions. You can also still receive your one to one 
lesson via Zoom.

• If ROSL is unable to run the course for any reason we will refund the full 
course amount.

• We recommend you take travel insurance for any travel to and from the ROSL 
clubhouse.

Further details 

• Please inform us in advance of any dietary requirements or allergies which 
our chefs will take into account when preparing menus and meals.

• ROSL has step free access into the Westminster wing, which houses the 
Princess Alexandra Hall and Westminster Wing bedrooms, with a lift to 
all floors. There are some steps between the Vernon and Rutland House 
areas of ROSL. If you have access needs, please get in touch with us before 
booking.
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